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Fieligious Communications. 


LECTURES ON THE SHORTER CATE- 
CHISM OF THE WESTMINSTER AS- 
SEMBLY OF DIVINES—ADDRESSED 
TO YOUTH. 

( Continued from p. 52.) 
LECTURE XXXIII. 


Q. What benefits do believers 
receive from Christ at death? 

A. The souls of believers are at 
their death made perfect in holi- 
ness, and do immediately pass into 
glory; and their bodies being still 
united to Christ, do rest in their 
graves till the resurrection.” 

Having considered the fall and 
recovery of man, and the benefits 
which, in this life, result to the 
people of God from their union 
with Christ, we are now to consi- 
der the benefits which they derive 


from him at death. True Chris-‘ 


tians, the genuine disciples of 
Christ, are, in the answer before us, 
denominated believers; and they 
are called so because none but they, 
really and practically believe— 
none but they believe “ with all the 
heart to the saving of the soul.” 
‘ An historical, speculative, or edu- 
cational belief of the gospel, al- 
though infinitely preferable to de- 
liberate or careless infidelity, be- 
cause more likely to lead to saving 
faith, is still not the belief which 
is connected with the pardon of sin, 
and with life everlasting. The 
faith that is saving affects the heart, 
as well as the understanding— 
“With the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness.” True practi- 
Vor. VI—Ch. Ad. 


cal believers have that “faith which 
worketh by love”—the faith which 
the gospel demands as indispensa- 
ble to salvation ; and therefore they 
are, with an emphasis which is pro- 
per and discriminating, called, in 
the answer before us, believers— 
To all others death is the king of 
terrors. Death was the penalty 
denounced for sin; and to all who 
remain in their sins, and under the 
sentence of the violated law, this 
penalty, in all its extent, is exe- 
cuted when the body dies. They 
have lived under the influence of 
spiritual death, and when the soul 
is separated from the body they 
suffer an eternal death. 

But a most happy difference dis- 
tinguishes the lot of true believers. 
In virtue of their union with Christ, 
they are entirely delivered from 
the sentence and curse of the law, 
from the desert and dominion of 
sin. “ The sting of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin 1s the law.” 
But from both these the believer is 
freed at the dissolution of the body, 
and hence even “ the king of ter- 
rors” becomes a friend to the be- 
liever. Death is one of the arti- 
cles in the inventory of his bless- 
ings; and he is enabled to triamph 
and say—“*O death where is thy 
sting: O grave where is thy vic- 
tory—Thanks be te God who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Death to believers is indeed - 
great gain. At death they receive 
benefits from their Redeemer of the 
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most precious kind ; which, till then, 
they could not receive —Their 
souls are then “made perfect in 
holiness.”” Sin first contaminates 
the soul when it is united to the 
body, and the contamination will 
in some degree remain, while the 
connexion between soul and body 
lasts. But as we are assured that 
there shall, in no wise, enter into 
the New Jerusalem above, “ any 
thing that defileth,” it is the di- 
vine constitution that all the re- 
maining corruptions of believers 
shall be dropt, with their bodies; 
and that their souls shall then be 
made perfect in holiness, and ca- 
pable of full and uninterrupted 
communion with God. 

This is an event after which the 
soul of every saint has earnestly 
panted. Oh how has it groaned 
under that body of death, which it 
has dragged through the whole of 
its spiritual life! How has it wish- 
ed and struggled to get free! How 
has it sighed after a complete de- 
liverance from all sin!—no more 
to be tormented by the risings of 
sinful passions, no more annoyed 
by unholy propensities, no more 
hindered in holy exercises: And all 
this is now completely attained— 
Quitting the earthly tabernacle, all 
sin is left behind, and the happy 
emancipated spirit comes forth, as 
pure as that which animated Adam 
before the fall; a spirit fitted for 
glory, fitted for heaven. 

And our catechism affirms that 
it immediately passes into glory. 
This position is opposed, and was 
intended to be so, to two gross 
errors—The first is, the error of 
those who hold that there is an in- 
termediate state, which they deno- 
minate purgatory—The second, 
that of those who maintain that 
the soul after death sleeps with the 
body, till the resurrection. As to 
first of these—the doctrine of pur- 
gatory—it is altogether a human in- 
vention, without even a colourable 
countenance from the word of God. 
There is not a sentence or a word 


of canonical scripture, which has 
even a plausible bearing on the 
doctrine of purgatory—That which 
looks the most like it is in the first 
epistle of Peter, where it is said, 
speaking of the Spirit of Christ— 
“that he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison, which some- 
times were disobedient, when once 
the long suffering of God waited in 
the daysof Noah.” But the mean- 
ing of this text appears to be, that 
the Spirit of Christ influenced Noah, 
who was “a preacher of righteous- 
ness,” to warn the unhappy men, 
whose spirits were then, and stillare, 
in prison, of the danger which was 
so near them while the ark was 
preparing—Now, to build such a 
momentous doctrine as that of pur- 
gatory on a passage admitting of 
this construction, and on one or 
two others, still more violently tor- 
tured for the purpose, shows the 
total want of a solid foundation for 
the superstructure which is erect- 
ed. It may also be added, that 
even the passages which are 
brought from the apocryphal writ- 
ings, which are not canonical scrip- 
ture, do not warrant this doctrine, 
as it is held and taught by the 
church of Rome: And, indeed, some 
of their most able writers admit, 
that it has no clear foundation in 
the sacred oracles. It appears to 
have been borrowed from the hea- 
then mythology ; and although there 
were some earlier notions in re- 
gard to it, the doctrine, as now held 
by the Papists, did not receive its 
shape, till more than four hundred 
years after the death of Christ. 

As to the other error I have re- 
ferred to, namely, that the soul 
sleeps with the body from death till 
the resurrection, it not only has no 
countenance from scripture, but is, 
I think, directly contrary to it. 
Even on the principles of natural 
reason, and the analogy of things, 
the balance of evidence is against 
it. For although I will not affirm 
that the arguments in favour of the 
natural immortality of the soul are 
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absolutely conclusive, yet I do 
think them far more plausible than 
those of an opposite kind. Divisi- 
bility and inaction are two essen- 
tial properties of all matter; and 
on the other hand, indivisibility 
and activity seem to be essential 
properties of spirit: But things 
which differ in essential properties, 
cannot reasonably be supposed to 
be subject to the same laws. And 
as to appearances, we see the soul, 
in some cases, retaining all its 
powers, when the body is wasted to 
a shadow, and till the very moment 
of dissolution. ‘These seem to be 
strong indications, that the soul 
may act independently on the 
body. 

But after all, it is the word of 
God that must decide this point. 
And to my apprehension it decides 
clearly—* To-day thou shalt be 
with me in paradise’—said our 
Lord to the penitent malefactor. 
Yes, say our opponents—* But one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one 
day.” And did our Saviour, I ask, 
say “one day,” or “in one day,” 
thou shalt be with me in paradise. 
No—he said “to-day,” or “ this 
day”’—It is the same original word, 
cnuepov, rendered * this day” in the 
Lord’s prayer. And it seems un- 
deniable that be could mean no 
other than the natural day on which 
he spoke—for there can be no rea- 
sonable doubt that the matefactor 
so understood the declaration, and 
we cannot believe that our Lord 
would deceive him by an equivocal 
expression. No, assured!y—that 
very day the soul of this penitent 
thief was to meet, and we doubt 
not did meet, his Saviour, in the 
paradise above. As to those who 
would read the passage—* To-day 
I say unto thee”—or, “I say unto 
thee to-day, thou shalt be with me 
in paradise,”—I know not whether 
So gross a cavil ought even to be men- 
tioned. According to this arrange- 
ment of the sentence, the words 
“to-day,” could have no other use 
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than to render our Lord's declara- 
tion emphatick. But that, you will 
observe, had been done already— 
“ Verily I say unto thee’”—Not 
one of the ancient versions,* some 
of them made when the Greek was 
yet a living language, but disproves 
this rendering of the colaleatt and 
I am persuaded it never would 
have been thought on, if it had not 
been sought for, with a view to serve 
and save a favourite hypothesis. 
Again—In what our Saviour says 
of the rich man and Lazarus, the 
whole representation rests on this 
supposition, that souls experience 
happiness or misery in a future 
world, while their bodies are sleep- 
ing inthe dust. I know itis said that 
this is but a parable. ‘The scrip- 
ture, however, does not say or in- 
timate that it isa parable. But ad- 
mit the whole representation to be 
parabolical, still it must be remem- 
bered that parables are intended to 
illustrate facts and truths; and 
every other parable that our Sa- 
viour ever spoke might, for any 
thing it contains, be a simple state- 
ment of facts. He never spake 
parables out of nature: And to sup- 
pose that he has grounded this re- 
presentation on a state of things 
which never happens, and never 
can happen, is contrary to the 
whole tenour of our Lord’s dis- 
courses. It therefore certainly does 
teach that souls live and act—are 
happy or miserable—while the bo- 
dies which they once animated, are 
yet in their graves. 
* But there is one of our Saviour’s 
lessons of instruction, which should 
put this point beyond all contro- 
versy; because its whole force and 
meaning rests solely on the fact, 
that after the bodies of men are 
turned to dust, their spirits live 
and are conscious. I refer to the 
manner in which he silenced the 
Sadducees, who denied a future 
state altogether; though they pro 
fessed to be the disciples of Moses. 


* See Walton’s Polyglott 
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and to believe his writings. Our 
Saviour confounded these men by 
quoting a sentence from the writ- 
ings of Moses, and making one 
short comment onit. The sentence 
is this—“I am the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob”—Then follows the 
comment—* God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living”—That 
is, plainly, God spake these words 
to Moses, some hundred years after 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were 
dead as to their bodies, and yet 
they were still living, as to their 
souls. In other wenn he spake of 
living men, whose bodies had long 
been turned to dust. The whole 
pertinence, force, and meaning of 
our Saviour’s words turn on this 
very point, that the patriarchs were 
living, when God spake to Moses. 
Here, therefore, we have our Sa- 
viour’s seal set on this truth. If 
you make the experiment you will 
find that you can make no sense or 
meaning of our Lord’s argument, 
nor tell how, or why, it confounded 
the Sadducees, but only this—that 
God spake of men as living whose 
bodies had long been dead. I re- 
peat it, therefore, the Saviour has 
here, professedly and unequivocal- 
ly, set the seal of his authority on 
this truth—that the soul lives when 
the body dies. 

Agreeably to this teaching of his 
Divine Master, the Apostle Paul 
speaks of being “absent from the 
body, and present with the Lord.” 
Now, this, it is plain, would be ab- 
solutely impossible, if the spirit 
never can subsist when absent, or 
separated from the body. In like 
manner, when he says—* Whether 
in the body, or out of the body, I 
cannot tell’—he evidently sup- 
poses both to be possible. It vir- 
tually falsifies his language to say 
—that to be out of the body is im- 
possible; for this is one of his sup- 
positions—a circumstance which he 
supposes might have taken place in 
fact. He also had “a desire to de- 
part, and to be with Christ, which 





is far better.’ To depart from 
what? From the world certainly— 
and we think from the body too. 
But no, say our opponents—He 
was to depart from the world, and 
to sleep some three or four thou- 
sand years in the dust of death, all 
of which would seem but a moment, 
till the resurrection, and after that 
he should be with Christ. Is this 
—let common sense pronounce, 
for common sense is one of the best 
interpreters of scripture—Is this 
the meaning which naturally sug- 
gests itself when the apostle says— 
“| have a desire to depart and to 
be with Christ”—No, it is not. 
The words plainly import, and the 
apostle, there is no doubt, meant, 
that to depart and to be with 
Christ, were events to take place at 
the same time. The two things 
were, in his mind, indissolubly and 
immediately connected. 

We return from this long, but 
not unimportant digression, to 
dwell for a moment on the delight- 
ful thought, that “ the souls of be- 
lievers do, at death, immediately 
pass into glory.”? The moment the 
connexion between the soul and 
the body is dissolved, the happy 
spirit of the saint—perhaps, like 
that of Lazarus, convoyed by 
angels—wings its. way to glory. 
How new and interesting the state 
in which the emancipated spirit now 
finds itself! All pain, and sickness, 
and sorrow, and sin, left for ever 
behind: all danger, and doubt, and 
conflict, and imperfection, forever 
terminated: all the principles ot 
immortal health, vigour, activity, 
holiness, and happiness unuttera 
ble, expanding their best and sweet- 
est influence. Thus the soul of the 
believer enters into glory; a glory 
which “eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor of which the full con- 
ception hath entered the heart ot 
man.” 

Yet to give us some faint 
idea of that which our powers at 
present are inadequate fully to 
comprehend or sustain, God hath 
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veen pleased to represent heavenly 
happiness to us, by a variety of 
emblems. It is called “a king- 
dom,” to denote the fulness and 
extent of all spiritual and eternal 
good which the saints there enjoy, 
and the glorious dignity to which 
they are advanced; they are made 
kings and priests unto God and the 
Father; they receive a crown of 
lory which fadeth not away. 
Senos is also called “ a house not 
made with hands,” to denote the 
unspeakable excellency of the hea- 
venly mansions, above the most 
stately or splendid palaces built by 
the hands of men. To intimate its 
satisfying nature, it is called “an 
inheritance, incorruptible, and un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away.” 
It is also denominated “a better 
country,” to show that there is no 
adequate comparison between the 
things which are seen and tempo- 
ral, and the things which are un- 
seen and eternal. 

It now only remains to take a 
short notice of the conclusion of 
the answer before us, which relates 
to the bodies of believers—* Their 
bodies being still united to Christ, 
do rest in their graves till the re- 
surrection.”?> When believers are 
united to Christ by faith, his union 
with them is with their whole per- 
sons, both soul and body; and the 
passages of scripture are not few, 
in which the bodies of the saints 
are represented as the peculiar 
property of Christ, as well as their 
souls: And it is remarkable that 
when the Apostle Paul bids a kind 
of holy challenge, for any one to tell 
what shall separate the saints from 
their Lord, he expressly states that 
death shall not separate them—As 
their souls are immediately trans- 
lated to glory, so their bodies also 
are considered as the present pro- 
perty of Christ—as members of his 
mystical body; and as such, after 
they shall have mouldered to dust, 
they shall certainly be raised glo- 
rious and incorruptible. “As at 
the death of Christ, though his hu- 
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man soul was separated from his 
body, yet neither the one nor the 
other was separated from his Di- 
vine person; so neither the soul 
nor the body of the believer shall 
be separated from Christ, when 
parted from each other by death; 
but both of them shall remain in- 
dissolubly united to him forever. 
Hence the grave, which is a prison 
to the weal where their bodies 
are kept in custody to the judgment 
of the great day, is to the saints a 
place of rest. For them their Re- 
deemer, when he entered the tomb, 
sweetened and hallowed it, and 
they are said to rest in their graves. 
Their graves are like beds of ease, 
where their bodies lie in safety, till 
they be joyfully awakened in the 
morning of theresurrection. Hence, 
too, their resting in the grave is ex 
pressed, in scripture, by “ sleeping 
in Jesus; intimating that they 
sleep in union with Jesus, and that 
his Spirit keeps possession of their 
dust, which he will quicken and 
rebuild as his temple, at the last 
day.”* ‘These ideas are expressed 
with equal beauty and justice by 
Dr. Watts, in the 18th hymn of his 
first book, and the 110th of the se- 
cond— 


Hear what the voice from heaven pro- 


claims 
For all the pious dead! 
Sweet isthe savour of their names, 
And soft their sleeping bed, 


They die in Jesus, and are bless’d ; 
How kind their slumbers are! 

From suff’rings and from sins releas’d, 
And treed from every snare. 


Far from this world of toil and strife, 
They’re present with the Lord; 
The labours of their mortal life 
End in a large reward. 


And must this body die ? 
This mortal frame decay ? 
And must these active limbs of mine 
Lie mould’ring in the clay ? 
Corruption, earth, and worms, 
Shall but refine this flesh, 
Till my triumphant spirit comes 
To put it on afresh. 





* Altered from Fisher’s Catechism 
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God my Redeemer lives, 
And often from the skies 
Looks down and watches all my dust, 
Tili he shall bid it rise. 
Array’d in glorious grace 
Shali these vile bodies shine, 
And every shape and every face 
Look heavenly and divine. 
These lively hopes we owe 
To Jesus’ dying love : 
We would adore his grace below, 
And sing his power above. 


Dear Lord, accept the praise 
Of these our humble songs, 

Till tunes of nobler sound we raise 
With our immortal tongues. 


My dear youth, although [ have 
lived many more years than you, 
yet even since these lectures com- 
menced, I have stood by the side 
of the death bed of some of your 
number: Nor is it improbable, al- 
though my life is more uncertain 
than yours, that I shall stand by the 
death bed of some of you, who now 
hear me. And when I stand there, 
tell me, shall I witness in you the 
benefits which believers receive 
from Christ at their death? Shall 
| see you welcome the king of ter- 
rors? Shall I see you triumph over 
him? Shall I see you joyfully anti- 
cipating the approaching moment, 
when your souls shall be made per- 
fect in holiness, and pass immedi- 
ately into glory? Or shall I see all 
the reverse? O shall I see you filled 
with agonizing fear! Utterly un- 
prepared to die, and vet forced to 
meet your judge !—The one side or 
the other of this interesting alter- 
native, you may experience, al- 
though I should not witness it. 
And remember, you are likely to 
die with joy, or with horror, accord- 
ing as you are, or are not, believers, 
in the sense of the answer before 
us. Will you not, then, seek that 
faith in Christ, and that union with 
him, which will be found se infi- 
nitely important in a dying hour, 
and in all the dread eternity which 
follows? Will you trifle away your 
precious time of probation, and run 
the risk of being summoned to 
leath and judgment, without any 





preparation? Qh if I could see you 
seeking a saving interest in Christ! 
—could see you in earnest and 
deeply solicitous to be the Lord’s— 
it would afford the happiest pre- 
sage. God hath said, “they that 
seek me early shall find me.” Seize 
on this promise while you may. 
To you it is now addressed. You 
are now in early life. At a more 
advanced age, even if you should 
live to such an age—as you have no 
certainty that you will—you will not 
be able then to plead this promise. 
Will not some of you, therefore— 
nay, will not all of you, resolve this 
very hour, in the strength of God, 
that you will begin to seek his fa- 
your in earnest; determined never 
to give over the suit, till you have 
satisfactory evidence that you are 
vitally united to the Lord Jesus 
Christ—that you have “ believed on 
him to life everlasting.’—Amen. 


a 


We are indebted to a clerical 
brother, to whom we lent a few 
numbers of the Archives du Chris- 
tianisme, for the following transla- 
tion. It will convey useful infor- 
mation to many of our readers— 
and we earnestly recommend to the 
serious consideration of all, the re- 
marks of the translator at the close. 
While the Romanists are pursuing 
an organized system to diffuse their 
pernicious errors in our country, it 
does seem to us that some syste- 
matick endeavours should be em 
ploved to counteract them. 


FROM THE ARCHIVES DU CHRISTIANISME 


ON THE RESIDENCE OF ST. PETER Af 
ROME. 


Written by the Rev. 4. Blane, one 
of the Pastors of Mens, Isére. 


It is upon the testimony of Pa- 
pias, bishop of Hierapolis, that the 
popish tradition rests, respecting 
St. Peter’s being at Rome, his 
founding a church there, and for 
twenty-five years discharging in it 
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the functions of a bishop. Papias 
was copied by Clement of Alexan- 
dria; Clement was copied by Eu- 
sebius,* and the latter has been co- 
pied by many authors, ancient and 
modern, who have been, perhaps, 
too much interested to render cre- 
dible a fact, which will always be 
of very little importance to those 
who build their faith, not on the 
person of St. Peter, but upon the 
corner stone, Jesus Christ. The 
account of Papias, which is based 
upon a hearsay only, about eight 
years after the occurrence to whic 
it refers, is still extant, and is full 
of fables and ridiculous tales—such 
as the contest which this apostle 
sustained against Simon the sor- 
cerer, his crucifixion with his head 
downwards—as if Nero had left to 
the Christians the care of settling 
the forms of their own punishment 
—and other similar things, which 
were reported originally only by this 
Papias himself. Eusebius, speaking 
of him, calls him “a man of narrow 
genius, and too credulous.” 
According to the testimony of 
the same Eusebius,t Dionysius, bi- 
shop of Corinth, an author of the 
second century, affirms also that 
St. Peter and St. Paul met at Co- 
rinth, and that they departed toge- 
ther for Rome, where they suffered 
martyrdom. But, besides that 
Dionysius himself complains that 
his letters had been falsified by he- 
retics,t a circumstance which con- 
siderably invalidates the authority 
of his writings, this testimony 
ought not to outweigh the truth of 
our Holy Scriptures, which, with 
the Divine assistance, we shall bring 
forward below. Let us also make, 
in passing, the remark, that when 
the Fathers are produced against 
us, in order to support dogmas or 
facts, which our opponent feels 
himself interested in maintaining, 


* Euseb, Hist. Eccl. lib. Uf. c. 14, 15, 


et ait 
t Ibid. lib. I. 25. 
t Ibid. Jib. IV. 23. 


we ought to be the more upon our 
guard, because the Council of Trent | 
has decided that the books of the 
ancient fathers ought to be purged 
(expurgati); a circumstance that, 
consequently, should make us very 
circumspect in the admission of 
passages which they cite against us: 
while, on the other hand, the pas- 
sages of these fathers which we al- 
lege, remain in all their force, since 
we possess the books of theancients 
only from the hands of our adver- 
saries. 

The tradition of this journey of 
St. Peter to Rome rests, moreover, 
upon the supposition that the Baby- 
lon from which he wrote his first 
epistle, was Rome. Eusebius 
strengthens this conjecture, by 
saying that Peter “ figuratively 
called Rome, Babylon.”* But 
many learned men with reason 
maintain that the name, Babylon, 
ought to be taken in its proper sig- 
nification, fur Babylon of Chaldea, 
or that of Egypt, which is now 
Grand Cairo, where were many 
Jews, to whom Peter was specially 
sent, as St. Paul teaches us, in the 
second chapter of his epistle to the 
Galatians. 

To ail these pretensions, we can 
oppose, in the first place, the testi- 
mony of Clement, who is reckoned 
to have been the third or fourth 
bishop of Rome. This pious and 
holy person, in his admirable epis- 
tle to the Corinthians, expresses 
himself thus, on the subject of St. 
Peter and St. Paul :—« ‘Through 
unjust envy, Peter did not endure 
one or two, but a very great number 
of trials, and at last, having suffered 
martyrdom, he went to his place in 
glory. Through the same envy, 
Paul received the reward of his pa- 
tience, having been in prison or 
chains seven times, beaten twice, 
stoned once: and after he had been 
the herald of the word of God in the 
east and in the west, he obtained 
by faith an illustrious victory. 


* Euseb. Hist. Eccl, lib. IV. c, 15 
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Having reached the extremity of 
the west, he suffered martyrdom 
under the emperors. Thus he de- 
parted from this world, and went 
to a holy place, leaving us a singu- 
lar example of patience.” What 
is the likelihood, that in the paral- 
lel which Clement draws between 
these two apostles, he should forget 
to say of St. Peter, what he says of 
St. Paul, that under the emperors he 
suffered the pains of martyrdom? 
Would he have neglected a fact, in 
this manner, which ‘would have 
given additional weight to his epis- 
tle, and done honour to his see? 
But let us come to the testimony of 
our Holy Scriptures. 

The best Catholick ecclesiasti- 
cal writers put the martyrdom of 
St, Stephen in the seventh year 
after the death of Jesus Christ; in 
other words, A. D. 40. The con- 
version of St. Paul, at soonest, hap- 
pened this year. Thus we see 
seven years already past. At this 
epoch, St. Peter was still at Jeru- 
salem with the other apostles ; and 
not until some time afterwards, he 
was sent with St. John to strengthen 
the Samaritans, who had been con- 
verted by the ministry of St. Phi- 
lip. “Now when the Apostles 
who were at Jerusalem, heard that 
Samaria had received the word of 
God, they sent unto them Peter 
and John,” (Acts viii. 14). Atthis 
epoch, Peter was still under the 
authority of the apostolical college ; 
it was only five or six hundred 
years afterwards, that he seized 
upon the sovereign power, in the 
person of his successors. After the 
conversion of St. Paul, we find St. 
Peter at Lydda, where he cured 
Eneas (Acts ix. 32—34); at Joppa, 
where he raised Dorcas from the 
dead (ix. S6—41); at Cesarea, 
where he converted Cornelius, (x.). 
Upon the report spreading that Pe- 
ter had eaten with the Gentiles, he 
returns to Jerusalem, and vindi- 
cates himself before “them that 
were of the circumcision” (xi.). 
This journey of Peter, his preach- 


ing in the provinces of Judea, Sa- 
maria, and Galilee, his abode at 
Joppa, and the other events which 
St. Luke relates, occapy a space of 
three years (A. D. 43). We learn 
that the Christians, dispersed on 
occasion of the death of Stephen, 
had carried the good savour of the 
gospel to Antioch. Thither Bar- 
nabas was immediately sent, who 
seeing the grace of God, departed 
to Tarsus, to seek Paul,” (Acts xi. 
25) and bring him to Antioch, where 
they remained “a whole year,” (xi. 
26—A. D. 44). About this time 
the famine predicted by Agabus 
should be placed, the martyrdom of 
St. James, the imprisonment of St. 
Peter, and his remarkable deliver- 
ance (Acts xii.). ‘Thus far St. Pe- 
ter is constantly found in Judea, 
not manifesting upon eo 
the desire of going to Rome: and 
why should he have gone thither, 
since that city fell not within his 
charge? St. Paul says positively, 
“« The gospel of the uncircumcision 
was committed unto me, as the 

spel of the ciccumcision was unto 

eter; for he that wrought effec- 
tually in Peter to the apostleship 
of the circumcision, the same was 
mighty in me toward the Gentiles 
—James, Cephas, and John, gave to 
me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship, that we should go unto 
the heathen, and they unto the cir- 
cumcision” (Gal. il. 7—9). St. 
Paul, three years after his conver- 
sion, going up to Jerusalem to carry 
the alms of the Christians of An- 
tioch and the circumjacent places, 
met Peter there, with whom he re- 
mained fifteen days (Acts xi. 50. 
Gal. i. 18). He went up thither a 
second time, fourteen years after- 
wards (Gal. ii. 1), and here he still 
met with Peter and bis principal 
colleagues Ss 9—A. D. 58). Be- 
hold, then, Peter constantly at Je- 


rusalem, seven years—ten years— 
twenty-five years, after the death 
of Jesus Christ. If we read with a 
little attention the eleventh verse 
of this second chapter of the epistle 
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to the Galatians, it appears that it 
was not till after this time that St. 
Peter went to Antioch, where, it is 
pretended, this apostle occupied the 
episcopal chair for seven years; 
which would be still so many to be 
deducted from his pretended resi- 
dence at Rome. 

But this is not all. St. Paul 
wrote to the Romans in the year 
57 or 58, about 25 years after the 
death of Christ; at this very time, 
St. Peter ought to have been at 
Rome, or never. Meanwhile St. 
Paul glories in being especially 
their apostle: “I speak to you 
Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify 
mine office.” If St. Peter had been 
settled and acknowledged as their 
proper apostle or bishop for several 
years past, would it not have been 
great arrogance in Paul, to deprive 
him, after some sort, of his title and 
character? Above all, would it not 
have been great injustice to say, 
“From Jerusalem, and round about 
unto Illyricum, Lhave fully preached 
the gospel of Christ. Yea, so have 
I strived to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ was named, lest I 
should build upon another man’s 
foundation.” (Rom. xv. 19, 20.) 
How then should he think of going 
to Rome, if St. Peter had already 
built there the first church of the 
world? . Why, in the long detail of 
salutations, which fill almost the 
whole of the last chapter of this epis- 
tle, is there no mention made of the 
great head of the universal church ? 
In A. D. 60, when Paul arrived at 
Rome, he called together the prin- 
cipal Jews that were in the city, 
(Acts xxviii. 17,) without supposing 
himself to usurp the rights and the 
authority of the prince of the apus- 
tles, without even thinking of St. 
Peter, who beyond controversy 
would have been of the greatest 
utility to him in his bonds. (A. D. 
62.) St. Paul remained two whole 
years in Rome (Acts xxviii. 30); 
he wrote from thence divers letters 
to the Ephesians, Colossians, Phile- 
Vor. VI—Ch, Adv. 





mon, and the Philippians; all these 
letters close with the salutations of 
the principal Christians of that fa- 
mous city, and nowhere do we find 
a single word of St. Peter. How 
shall this silence be accounted for 
[ consistently with Peter’s supposed 
presence at Rome?] Truly, I 
should be curious to know. “ Aris- 
tarchus,”’ (it is said in the epistle 
to Colossians, ch. iv. 10, 11,) “my 
fellow prisoner—and Marcus, sis- 
ter’s son to Barnabas—and Jesus, 
who is called Justus, who are of the 
circumcision: these only are my 
fellow workers unto the kingdom of 
God, who have been a comfort to 
me.’ Mark well the words “these 
onLY.”? How injurious to St. Pe- 
ter, if he had been at Rome! 

A. D. 63. Upon his return from 
Rome, St. Paul came with Timothy 
into the Isle of Crete or Candia, 
where he preached the gospel. But 
not being able to remain there, he 
left Titus with the necessary in- 
structions to regulate all things ac- 
cording to the Lord (Tit: i. 5). 
He was at Colosse, where Philemon 
lived (Phil. 22); at Ephesus, where 
he left Timothy (1 Tim. i. 5); and 
at Philippi, where he wrote the first 
epistle to Timothy, about A. D. 64. 
Finally, after having passed through 
Nicopolis (Tit. iii. 12), and Troas 
(2 Tim, iv. 13), he returned to Co- 
rinth (2 Tim. iv. 20), and arrived, 
for the second time, at Rome, A. D. 
65 or 66, and the 10th or tith of 
the reign of Nero. He was then 
put in so close a prison that One- 
siphorus could scarcely find himg(2 
Tim i. 17), and the persecution was 
so great, that he wrote to his dearly 
beloved pupil, Timothy (2 ‘Pim. iv. 
16), that “no man stood With him, 
but all men forsook him.” buid 
not this have been a fine eulogy’on 
St. Peter, if he had been at Rome? 
Let us farther observe, that this 
apostle, to whom was committed 
the circumcision, as we have re- 
marked above, never wrote an epis- 
tle to the Romans; that he never 
—_ of them in the two letters, 
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which we have from him; and that, 
in writing the second, to the same 
churches to which he had written 
the first (2 Pet. iii. 1), he speaks to 
them as aware that he would short- 
ly quit this earthly tabernacle (2 
Pet. i. 14). Let us finally remark, 
that St. Peter, although near his 
departure from this world, salutes 
the faithful only on the part of 
Marcus his son (1 Pet. v. 13), with- 
out speaking of St. Paul, whose 
companion in martyrdom some 
would have him to be. 

To conclude, whether St. Peter 
resided at Rome or not, is of no 
consequence to our faith; but it is 
wholly otherwise with them, who 
have built so prodigious an edifice 
upon a foundation so uncertain. 
Let us say, with this holy apostle, 
to the only Saviour of our souls, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life; and 
we believe and are sure that thou 
art the Christ, the son of the living 
God.” (John vi. 68, 69.) And if, 
like him, we have denied this ado- 
rable Master, like him let us weep 
bitterly, and mercy shall be grant- 
ed us. 

Note by the Translator.—It will 
appear from M. Brane’s scriptural 
statement of the question respect- 
ing Peter’s residence at Rome, that 
it is very doubtful whether that 
apostle ever saw Rome, and demon- 
strably evident, that he never was 
bishop of that city. This removes 
the very corner stone on which Ro- 
man Catholicism rests. For if Pe- 
ter was not bishop of Rome, the 
bishops or popes of Rome are not his 
successors; and even the most de- 
voted Catholick must then see, that 
the assumed authority of the pope 
is an upnhallowed and unchristian 
usurpation, the traditions of the 
Romish church a tissue of human 
inventions, and the infallibility of 
that church a dream. At a time 
when the emissaries of that delu- 
sion are compassing sea and land 
to gain proselytes, especially in the 
south and west of our land, it is be- 


lieved that the above brief exposure 
of the false foundation on which 
they build their Babel, may not be 
unprofitable. In France, it has 
been republished and circulated in 
the form of a tract; and it might be 
attended with benefit to souls, if 
several thousand copies of it were 
dispersed in those portions of our 
own country, which are most ex- 
posed to the influence and the arts 
of mes, who would have the whole 
world to wonder after, and worship 
“the beast.” 

The translator, in a letter to the 
editor, which accompanied the 
above, very justly adds— 

“It seems to me that Protestants 
should not be idle spectators of the 
exertions of the Catholick priests 
to waylay the unwary, and destroy 
the simple. I have access to a 
weekly paper published in Charles- 
ton, called the “United States’ 
Catholick Miscellany,” which af- 
fords melancholy proof of their in- 
dustry, success, and deep delusion 
—as well as of their hatred of Pro- 
testant teachers, and of the unblush- 
ing falsehoods they invent and pro- 
pagate to rivet the fetters of their 
followers, and decoy the ignorant 
into their toils.” 


I 


We have seldom been more im- 
pressed, and we hope edified, by a 
short article in a Miscellany, than 
by the following brief address at a 
communion table, of the late Dr. 
Waugh—We immediately deter- 
mined not to withhold it from our 
readers. We cannot say that the 
thoughts are new, for they are all 
taken from the Bible. But they 
are presented in a manner original, 
solemn, and instructive. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine 
for March, 1828. 


A RECOLLECTION OF DR. WAUGH, AT 
THE COMMUNION TABLE, 


Wells-street, October 19, 1823. 
There is nothing more improper, 
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than an indulgence in declamation, 
while dispensing or observing this 
holy ordinance. The scene is too 
solemn, and the subject ought ever 
to occupy the gravest moments of 
our retirement. The death of Christ 
is a new thing in the Creation; we 
never heard of such before or since. 
That God should give his own Son; 
that this Son should groan, and 
bleed, and die; and all for rebels 
such as we! Such an event never 
entered the most vivid imagination 
to pourtray; and our wonder is, 
that any can be found to believe it. 
In truth, it requires the same power 
to make the mind believe it, that 
prepares the mind for receiving the 
benefits derivable from it. We 
are, however, quite incompetent to 
know what God can do. 

As to love, we know that church- 
members ought to love one another, 
and do each other all tne kind of- 
fices they can; but who ever heard 
of a man beggaring himself for his 
fellow-creature, his fellow-worship- 
per? Yet such a case, and much 
more, the Apostle supposes. Fora 
good man, some would even dare to 
die. For his country, a Lord Rus- 
sell may die; and we withhold not 
the due meed of our praise; but for 
an enemy—who can believe such 
an one can be found to die? 

For aught that appears, it is a 
new thing, even in heaven. God 
acts as becomes himself; and, in 
his thoughts of mercy, looks not to 
hearts in our cold world for his mo- 
del. Of this we have ample evi- 
dence in the fact of Christ’s death, 
which we have met this day to eat 
bread and drink wine in memo- 
rial of. 

Now, as to admiration: it is eva- 
nescent. ‘The awful grandeur of 
the sea, raised by a storm into 
mountainous waves, is soon forgot- 
ten by the countryman who hath for 
the first time witnessed it. So it 
is with us; we forget, or look upon 
with indifference, the awful mani- 
festation of God’s mercy and jus- 
tice, we are now met to commemo- 


rate. Indeed, it appears: to have 
been presented so often to our eyes, 
under these symbols, that it hath 
forgotten the way down to the 
heart; and if it found its way there 
at any time, the evil of the heart 
hath rendered of no effect the good 
it ought to a 

O, repose confidently on this glo- 
rious Saviour! Here alone is safe- 
ty, or we are sadly mistaken. God 
hath said, he hath laid in Zion a 
stone; and all those who lean on 
this stone shall not be disappointed. 
In a bog, a man would be ridiculed 
for trusting himself on a sinking 
bank, when a rock presented itself 
to him to stand on: now this is the 
figure here used; and on this rock 
alone, ye shall find firm footing. 

In this awful scene, we behold 
Justice coming to the Saviour with 
the bond, entered into by him from 
alleternity. Didhedenyit? No: 
he wiped it away, item by item, and 
mailed it to the cross. ‘The pover- 
ty, the reproach, the contempt, the 
ruin, we were subject to;—all, all, 
He paid; and thus appeased the 
wrath of God; none of which man 
could ever havedone. Oh! Divine 
Justice was pleased; and much 
reason had she to be so: it was the 
only payment she had ever received 
worthy of her acceptance. So 
pleased was she, that she never left 
the Redeemer, till she raised him 
on high, and placed him on the 
throne of God; and dethrone him 
who dare! And Divine Justice 
still continues to honour him, and 
can make you and me righteous and 
meet for heaven; and it will not 
be the less pleasing to be on the 
obliged side with Christ. But, 
then, what will become of all your 
good works? Ye have fed the hun- 
ery, clothed the naked, and in- 
structed the ignorant. Now God 
will not be unmindful of these ac- 
tions, for he hath said, he will re- 
pay them an hundred fold. Lean 
on his name; trust in it alone; go 
on and improve. 

We have thus, in a simple man- 
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00 Dr. Waugh at the 
ner, pointed your minds to the con- 
templation of these great and most 
momentous truths; but even a 
death-bed could not add to the feel- 
ing with which our mind is im- 
pressed of their infinite importance. 
We now proceed to administer the 
symbols of that body broken for you 
—and for you; and of that blood 
shed, in virtue of which alone ye 
are safe: for he says, “ This is the 
testament of my blood, shed for the 
remission of sins unto many; drink 
ye all of it. This do in remem- 
brance of me.” 


Pause. 


What are the effects that ought 
to be produced in us, from comme- 
morating the death of Christ? Ah! 
John, though an old man, had a 
warm heart. ‘“ Hereby,” says he, 
“perceive we the love of God, be- 
cause he laid down his life for us; 
and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren.” Now, this is the 
morality of the Bible. O let us not 
deceive ourselves! Will that man 
lay down his life for me, who lays 
out his money in ministering to the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life; spending his 
time at the theatre, and spectacles, 
where a saint in five is not to be 
found? O deceive not yourselves: 
follow up truth; the conviction of 
it follow up now. ‘Think not of to- 
morrow; and let your resolutions 
be, from henceforward, to do all 
the good ye can. - Do good to the 
soul! If ye see a man, a brother, 
in sin, admonish him—he will bless 
you when he comes to die. If you 
see a man, a brother, living beyond 
his income, warn him—he and his 
family will bless you. Remind that 
man, that his expenditure is always 
directed towards his own gratifica- 
tion, but never to the poor and des- 
titute among God’s people; and 
bring him to supply their wants. 
This conduct may be very unpopu- 
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lar here, but that is of no moment; 
it will be popular in heaven. 

Now, some are probably saying, 
This is the old story, which we have 
heard these forty years. All works 
—nothing but works: true; but, 
my brother, read Paul’s Epistles, 
and ye will there find what a Chris- 
tian ought to be; and this is the 
only way of our getting satisfying 
evidence of our being true Chiris- 
tians. And if I possess this love 
John speaks of, how, without these 
marks, is it to be known? Where, 
however, they exist, heart-holiness 
is a mark not to be mistaken. Oh’ 
therefore, hold on; ye know not 
how long ye may have to work. I 
parted with you, in this desk, about 
six months ago. I then said some- 
thing about being taken away; but 
God hath in mercy preserved and 
restored me to this place. He hath, 
however, removed two, who were 
pillars among us. Seeing, there- 
fore, we know not how soon we 
may be called hence, let us press 
on to perfection, and be ready at 
the summons. Let us begin this 
night. Our children—have we ful- 
filled our duty to them, in instruct- 
ing, correcting, and setting before 
them aholy example? Our friends 
—have we been faithful to thei 
souls? Our property—hath it been 
directed by us as stewards for God. 
Have we injured any one’s charac- 
ter ?—let us not rest till we rectify 
it. Have we injured a brother by 
cold looks?—oh! all, all must be 
forthwith rectified; all must be 
made now, as we would have them 
when we come to die. 

I leave you not in the care of 
your resolutions: they are good, 
but not to be depended on. I com- 
mend you to His holy keeping: and 
1 will not retire to rest this night, 
until I solemnly bear. you all on 
my heart before His throne; and, 
I trust, that ye all will do the same 
by each other, and by me.—Go tr 
peace ! 
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From the Evangelical Magazine. 
LINES 
Written in a Lady’s Album. 


This page was white and fair to view, 

No speck its snowy surface knew, 
Till L its brightness stain’d; 

ut when at Emma’s call | wrote, 

rhat instant I produced a blot, 
Where spotlvss beauty reign’d. 


And, like this page, the human mind, 
Ere yet to Satan’s pow’r resign’d, 
A faultless lustre wore ; 
But soon the tempter’s band impress’d 
His own dark lines upon the breast, 
Where all was bright betore. 


So far his work and mine agree, 
But here concludes the simile ; 
it will no farther go; 
For, though our acts have been the same, 
We have pursued a different aim, 
As I shall quickly show. 


The sable characters he traced, 
From man’s too pliant heart effaced 
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The image of his"Lord ; 

But I, if you my words obey, 

Will teach your erring soul the wa 
To have its loss restored. 


Go, sinner, to the Saviour’s blood ; 

Go, in that pure and cleansing flood 
(As in Bethesda’s pool, ) 

Thy broken, wounded spirit steep ; 

And though thy sins be crimson-deen. 
They shall be made as wool. 


And oh! lest in an evil hour, 
The enemy regain bis pow’s, 
And mar thy prospects fair 
Pray, that the Lord of life and grace 
Would fill thy heart, nor leave a space, 
For sin to harbour there. 


Brief, as a winter’s day, the span 

That bounds the mortal race of man 
And ev’ry moment cries, 

To-day, while it is called to-day, 

Embrace the truth, and live for aye ' 
Who slights the precept dies! 


H. & 
Edinburgh. 
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VHILOSOPHY SUBSERVIENT TO RELI- 
GION. 


Essay XIII. 
(Continued from page 267.) 


A desire of conformity to our 
own previous determinations, or to 
general rules of conduct which we 
have previously formed, appears 
entitled to rank among our original 
principles of action. The gratifi- 
cation of most of our primary de- 
sires, requires, in many instances, a 
uniform course of action continued 
for years, or even during life. A 
knowledge of this induces men to 
engage in a particular trade, pro- 
fession, or course of conduct; and 
to form the determination that they 
will do whatever its successful pro- 
secution demands. To provide for 
himself and his family, a man will 
undertake a business which requires 
a great number of successive acts. 
At every step of his progress he 
certainly does not act from the im- 


ulse of the primary desires, whicl: 
induced him to commence the bu- 
siness. But the desire of conform- 
ity to the general rule which he has 
laid down, to perform all those ac- 
tions that are necessary to its ac- 
complishment, becomes itself a 
principle of action, and the motive 
by which the greater part of his 
particular movements are imme- 
diately influenced. When the 
thought occurs to his mind, that his 
own comfort and the comfort of his 
family will be promoted by the 
course he is pursuing, the regard 
which he has to these objects will 
quicken and animate his labours, 
and strengthen his determination to 
persevere. But in the greater part 
of his actions he is not influenced 
by aregard to them, because they 
are not in his view, but by a desire 
of conforming to the determination 
or rule which he had previously es- 
tablished. 
General rules of conduct are 
common to every class of men. ia 


os 





St eae 


om . 
eyo semen +t 


we he eG MEIN 








































































































































302 


every department of human action. 
There are general rules of duty, of 
morality, of temperance, of econo- 
my, and of business. They are 
formed at first upon discovering 
the utility or necessity of a parti- 
cular course of action for the ac- 
complishment of our desires; and 
when formed, a regard to them be- 
comes the motive to which many of 
our most important actions are to 
be referred. | 

The dignity and excellence of 
character, which belong to different 
persons, depend, in no small de- 
gree, upon the wisdom with which 
their general rules of conduct have 
been formed, and upon the steadi- 
ness and uniformity with which 
they adhere to them. He is a man 
of virtue, of energy, and of respec- 
tability, who forms rules of beha- 
viour with wise and cautious deli- 
beration, and adheres to them with 
steadiness and constancy, notwith- 
standing the strongest temptations 
to deviate from them. It is uni- 
versally esteemed an honourable 
and excellent trait of character to 
adhere with constancy, amidst the 
strongest solicitations to depart 
trom them, to the wise maxims and 
rules of conduct which, in moments 
of calm and serious reflection, we 
had deliberately adopted. It is 
certainly true, that a man who in 
matters of an indifferent or trivial 
nature, precisely marks out his line 
of conduct, and who pertinaciously 
pursues it, whatever circumstances 
may occur, often renders himself 
both troublesome and ridiculous. 
Yet, absurd as his conduct may ap- 
pear, it is incomparably less absurd, 
amd dangerous, and contemptible, 
than that of him who either has no 
general rules of duty and behaviour, 
or who permits himself to violate 
them upon the slightest temptation. 
We respect the one for his resolu- 
tion and firmness, especially when 
connected, as they often are, with 
other valuable qualities: we de- 
spise the other as a weak and un- 
principled wretch. 
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The utility of this part of our 
constitution is obvious and great. 
Every person, who has enjoyed the 
advantage of a good education, and 
whose mind has not been blinded 
and perverted by vicious habits, 
must perceive in the moments of 
calm reflection, when the moral vi- 
sion is not imposed on by the delu- 
sive colours which passion throws 
over its objects, that certain rules 
of duty and morality are right, ex- 
cellent, and conducive to our high- 
est welfare both here and hereafter. 
He must perceive that piety, and 
justice, and veracity, and goodness, 
are sacred and indispensable du- 
ties, which cannot be violated with- 
out incurring shame and self-con- 
demnation, the reproaches of all 
good men, and the displeasure of 
God, whose laws and commands 
they are. By these considerations 
he 1s influenced to form for himself 
rules of conduct extending, at least, 
to the more obvious duties of virtue 
and morality. Although often 
framed upon a very inadequate 
view of the extent of his obligation, 
they are notwithstanding of inesti- 
mable value. In time of danger 
they are the safeguard of virtue. 

It has often been observed, that 
the passions have a tendency to 
justify themselves, and that we are 
apt to consider them as reasonable 
and proportioned to their objects, 
so long as we feel them. What, 
then, is our security against vicious 
irregularities, when temptation is 
present and — when our de- 
sires become clamorous for indul- 
gence, and when passion is apt to 
delude the mind with the sugges- 
tion that indulgence is reasonable 
and innocent? What provision is 
made in the human constitution to 
prevent us from acting as our pre- 
sent desires and passions dictate? 
The principle we are considering 
is admirably fitted for this purpose. 
The reverence with which we have 
been accustomed to regard the 
rules of conduct, which reason and 
conscience have authorized, which 
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in the time of calm and solemn re- 
flection we had determined never to 
violate; and the desire of main- 
taining their integrity and inviola- 
ble sanctity, check the impulse of 
passion, correct our misapprehen- 
sions, and restrain us from the un- 
lawful actions we might otherwise 
commit. Amidst the agitation of 
the waves, and the fury of the 
storm, they are the anchor of our 
safety. 

And even when our irregular de- 
sires lead us to transgress the rules 
of duty which we had previously 
adopted, and which we have long 
been accustomed to venerate, we 
cannot proceed but with timidity 
and irresolution. Our minds are 
agitated by a conflict between the 
desire of indulgence, and our vene- 
ration for the rule of duty. We 
are sensible that we are breaking 
over those limits, which all our past 
experience has taught us to respect 
and reverence; and we already an- 
ticipate and realize something of 
the remorse and shame, the sense 
of guilt and degradation, with which 
our recollection will afterwards 
torment us. 

The infringement of a rule of 
conduct, especially when often re- 
peated, tends naturally to impair 
our respect for the rule, and to de- 
stroy all power of self government. 
1 know that the disallowed and 
deeply lamented failure of a good 
man, is, through divine grace, made 
the occasion of his becoming more 
circumspect and constant in time 
to come. The intenseness of his 
grief, and the depth of his peni- 
tence, serve rather to strengthen 
his: virtuous resolution. But the 
fact is the reverse of this in the 
case of those, whose offences are 
deliberate, presumptuous, and habi- 
tual; in whom the injury sustained 
by their moral frame, is not, in any 
degree, counteracted by genuine 
and deep repentance. The acts of 
transgression which they allow 
themselves to commit, tend directly 
to cut every cord which binds them 
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to duty, and to accelerate thei: 
progress to utter profligateness and 
ruin. Indeed our ability to resist 
temptation is weakened by every 
act of wilful transgression. “ The 
truth certainly is,”’ observes Mr. Ro- 
bert Walker, “that when we deli- 
berately become unfaithful to our 
consciences in any one instance, we 
lose every firm ground on which we 
can withstand temptation in any 
other instance. We lose gradually 
both the power and inclination to 
resist evil.”” It may still further 
be asserted, that the integrity of 
virtue is already impaired, when we 
permit ourselves to hesitate about 
the performance of an acknow- 
ledged duty, or deliberate about 
doing what we know to be wrong. 
The practical lesson which these 
facts suggest is important and ob- 
vious: they teach us the danger of 
indulging any propensity at the ex- 
pense of conscience and duty; they 
warn us to beware of infringing a 
rule of action, which the most deli- 
berate and serious reflection has al- 
ways taught us to approve and re- 
vere. Who can duly estimate the 
dreadful consequences which natu- 
rally flow from one deliberate act 
of transgression, the shock it gives 
to the moral constitution, the delu- 
sion it imposes on the understand- 
ing, the additional strength and im- 
portunity which it imparts to irre- 
gular desire, the diminution which 
it produces of the power of resist- 
ance and self-control, and the great 
probability arising from all these 
causes that transgression wil! be 
repeated and continued. Whena 
person, accustomed to set at de- 
fiance the dictates of reason and 
conscience, is constrained, by the 
increase of years, or by a variation 
in external circumstances, to aban- 
don his former practices, what can 
be expected but a change from one 
species of wickedness to another? 
a change in all likelihood from bad 
to worse. Surely the reformation 
of such a trangressor is impossible, 
except to Divine power and grace. 
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“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, 
or the leopard his spots? then may 
ye also do good, that are accustom- 
ed to do evil.” 

There can be no doubt, I think, 
that the desire of conformity to our 
previous determinations, or to a 
rule of conduct which we have pre- 
viously established, constitutes a 
principle of voluntary action. Every 
person must be conscious, that he 
often does many things, merely be- 
cause he had formerly determined 
to do so, and when the considera- 
tions which originally produced the 
determination are not immediately 
present to his mind. In perform- 
ing a journey, a man certainly does 
not, at every step, think of the end 
for which it was undertaken. But 
the general purpose being fixed in 
his mind, serves of itself to carry 
him forward. Indeed, I apprehend, 
the far greater part of the ordinary 
actions of human life is done in 
this way. All persons, perhaps, 
have some settled plans of conduct, 
of one kind or another. With re- 
spect to these they have made up 
their minds; and it is only on spe- 
cial occasions that they will take 
the trouble of reviewing the grounds 
on which they are founded. Our 
whole experience has impressed us 
with the conviction, that certain 
rules of conduct are useful, proper, 
and right; and being long in the 
habit of viewing them in this light, 
conformity to them comes to be re- 
garded as an ultimate and inde- 
pendent object of desire. If this 
part of human nature be called ha- 
hit, as I believe it often is, it is rea- 
dily admitted that in this sense, 
habit is a principle of action. This 
1s something very different from the 
mechanical impulse called habit by 
Dr. Reid. 

To prevent mistakes, it ought to 
be remarked in this place, that al- 
though the, determination which is 
formed before the time of action, 
and the determination which is im- 
mediately connected with it, have 
thus the same general name, yet 
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they must not be looked upon as 
entirely similar. The former may 
be and often is a motive to volition, 
the latter never can be; it is voli- 
tion itself. Both indeed proceed 
from antecedent motives, but the 
last alone being connected imme- 
diately, and without the interven- 
tion of any other act of the mind, 
with voluntary action, to prevent 
confusion it 1s desirable that the 
term volition be confined to it. It 
will be obvious, therefore, that the 
foregoing remarks are meant to 
apply only to those determinations 
which relate to future action; since 
they alone can possibly become mo- 
tives to voluntary action. 

The principle of action which I 
have explained is certainly an ex- 
cellent and valuable part of human 
nature. It conduces to energy, 
firmness and consistency of charac- 
ter; to steadiness of purpose; to 
constancy and perseverance in ac- 
tion. Without it, we have reason 
to think, there could be no unifor- 
mity in humam conduct, no settled 
rules of action for the present, and 
no plans of conduct for the future. 

But although good and useful in 
itself, it is liable, through perver- 
sion, to become the source of much 
danger and mischief. It serves to 
perpetuate what is wrong, as well 
as to do what is right, to give influ- 
ence to maxims and customs pro- 
ceeding from prejudice and passion, 
as well as to those which are found- 
ed on truth and reason. It is an 
essential part of our constitution, 
but in the present corrupt and dis- 
ordered state of the world, it is, 
through wrong direction, produc- 
tive of immense evil. Few things 
are more difficult than to bring men 
to abandon, or even to call in ques- 
tion, their established rules of con- 
duct, however unreasonable or per 
nicious they may be. 

These facts show the unspeaka- 
ble advantage of a judicious and 
well directed education, and the 
indispensable necessity of wise and 
cautious deliberation, in forming 
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our opinions and habits. When 
once established, there is great pro- 
bability they willbe permanent. 
The fact attested by inspiration is 
in perfect accordance with the es- 
sential laws of the human constitu- 
tion; “train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.” They 
also evince the reasonableness anid 
necessity of subjecting our practi- 
cal determinations to frequent, im- 
partial and rigid examination ; and 
of comparing them with the holy 
scriptures, the standard of truth 
and righteousness. An excessive 
facility in changing from one thing 
to another is, itis true, a proof of 
weakness and folly. We must en- 
deavour to avoid both extremes; 
that of fickleness and inconstancy 
on the one hand, and that of obsti- 
nacy and bigotry on the other. Be- 
ing convinced, after mature and 
cautious deliberation, that our de- 
terminations are well founded, we 
may and we ought to adhere to 
them with firmness: but in perfect 
consistency with this, it is our duty 
frequently to examine anew the 
grounds on which they rest, espe- 
cially if they relate to matters of 
essential importance ; and to keep 
our minds in readiness to receive 
any new light, which may assist 
either in confirming our previous 
judgment, or in correcting our mis- 
apprehensions.* 

The principles of action described 
in this and in the preceding essay, 
to wit—The desire of continued ex- 
istence—the desire of knowledge— 
the desire of power—and the desire 
of conformity to our previous de- 
terminations—are all interesting 
and Valuable parts of human nature. 
They are suited to the dignity of 
our intellectual being; and when 
exercised according to the obvious 
intention of the Maker of our 


* The reader will find some very ex- 
cellent observations on this part of our 
constitution, in Dr. Smith’s Theory of 
Moral Sentiment, Vol. 1. Part. Il. chap. iv. 
Vou. VI.—Ch. Ad. 


frame, they are essentially subser- 
vient to our highest welfare. But 
like other parts of our nature, they 
are liable to disorder and perver- 
sion. When they receive a wron 
direction, or when they are bcaoeed 
irregularly, they become the posi- 
tive sources of trangression aad 
evil. ‘They are not in their own 
nature holy; because they do not 
essentially involve an obedient re- 
gard to the will of God. ‘They are 
not in their own nature virtuous or 
moral, according to the usual ac- 
ceptation of these words; because 
they do not necessarily include a 
regard to our fellow creatures. 
But as original elements in the con- 
stitution of man, they are excel- 
lent and valuable according to their 
proper nature and tendency; and 
when legitimately Wg ee they 
serve as useful aids to the higher 
principles of duty and virtue. In 
a holy person, a regard to the Di- 
vine will, the principle of obedi- 
ence, is supreme over all his other 
principles of action; but it does 
not eradicate them, nor supersede 
their distinct and proper use in the 
frame of our nature, and in the 
pursuits of human life. It subdues 
their excesses, confines them to 
their proper sphere, and effectually 
controls all their operations; and 
thus they are made to answer the 
purposes for which they were de- 
signed by the wise Author of our 
frame. But in all men, accordin 
to the present depraved state of 
our nature, the principle of obedi- 
ence to God is wanting. From this 
corrupt and sinful defect, the prin- 
ciples we have considered, as well 
as other parts of our constitution, 
become criminally disordered and 
irregular, the impure fountains 
from which numberless streams of 
corruption and iniquity proceed. 
This defect can be supplied, and 
these disorders removed, only by the 
communication from above of anew 
and divine principle, the principle 
of obedience to God. 

The preceding view will furnish 
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additional proof, if any can be sup- 
sed necessary, of the extravagant 
olly of the theory of utility. The 
love of life, the desire of know- 
ledge, &c., are manifestly useful 
principles of our constitution, but 
no person of sound understanding 
considers them as holy; they are 
not even considered as entitled to 
the dignity and praise of virtue, 
notwithstanding the lax and com- 
prehensive sense in which this term 
is generally employed. We per- 
ceive them to have an excellence 
and value peculiar to themselves, 
and their subserviency to other va- 
luable purposes is unquestionable ; 
yet we do not esteem them as moral 
qualities, nor regard them as the pro- 
per objects of moral approbation. 


rHE PRESBYTERIAN. 
Vo. V. 


The quotation inserted in our 
last number, from Dr. George 
Campbell’s fourth lecture on eccle- 
siastical history, appears to us to 
establish, beyond reasonable con- 
troversy, the two following points— 
1. That from the language of the 
New Testament, and from that of 
Clemens Romanus in his first epts- 
tle, written probably before the 
death of the Apostle John, it is 
evident that there were, during the 
lives of the apostles, only two or- 
ders of ecclesiastical me be- 
side those that were manifestly 
temporary and extraordinary. 2. 
That Polycarp, who had been the 
disciple of the Apostle John, “ knew 
of no Christian ministers superior 
to presbyters,”’ at the time of writ- 
ing his epistle—Thus it clearly ap- 
pears that diocesan episcopacy has 
no countenance whatever Di- 


vine revelation, and was utterly up- 
known to those ministers of Christ 
who were the immediate successors 


of the apostles. We wish this well 
established position to be kept con- 
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stantly in mind, because it forms 
the turning point of the present 
controversy. Let those who prefer 
prelacy, as a matter of expediency, 
have their preference. It is indeed 
a preference different from ours, 
but about this we wish to say no- 
thing in the present debate. We 
only insist that prelacy is not of 
Divine appointment, but a mere- 
ly human institution. We repeat 
what we have heretofore intimated, 
that if the origin of this institution 
be removed from the age of the 
apostles, and from the ministry 
which they established in the 
church of Christ, we have little 
concern where else it may be 
placed. By those Episcopalians 
who feel the difficulty of proving 
the validity of their church order 
by any direct evidence from the 
New Testament, it is often and 
earnestly urged, that they find this 
order in the church at so early a 
period, that it is impossible to ac- 
count for its origin, but on the sup- 
position that it was instituted by 
the apostles. Now, we think that 
the very early existence of their 
favourite order is demonstrated to 
be imaginary, by its being unknown 
to Polycarp. Will any one say or 
suspect, that there might have been 
an established superiority of rank 
and office among Christian minis- 
ters, of which Polycarp was igno- 
rant? We think not—and if so, it 
follows unavoidably, that not only 
in the apostolick age, but in that 
which immediately succeeded, there 
was no order of ecclesiasticks in 
the Christian church superior to 
presbyters. The epistle of Poly- 
carp to the Philippians (the only 
writing of this father that has come 
down to us) contains internal evi- 
dence that it was composed some 
time after the death of all the apos- 
tles. Speaking of them all, he says, 
chap. 9th—* They are gone to the 
place that was due to them from 
the Lord, with whom also they suf- 
fered. For they loved not this 
present world, but him who died 
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and was raised again by God for 
us.?* We are satisfied indeed, and 
think we are able to prove conclu- 
sively, that no trace of diocesan 
episcopacy is to be found in any of 
the records of Christian antiquity, 
till many years after the demise of 
Polycarp. But his ignorance of it 
is proof enough, that all prelatical 
claims and assumptions, as being 
of Divine right, are utterly ground- 
less and futile. 

But we have seen that Dr. Camp- 
bell remarks that “there are other 
topicks from which the episcopate 
has, by its warmest patrons, been 
supported.” One of these topicks 
he discusses in the following ex- 
tract from his fifth lecture, to which 
we now solicit a careful attention. 
Referring to what is contained in 
our last number, he says— 

“ Many, indeed, convinced by such 
arguments as were then adduced, 
that it is in vain to search for the 
office of bishop, as the word is un- 
derstood by moderns, in those min- 
isters ordained by the apostles in 
the churches which they founded, 
have referred us for its origin to the 
apostolate itself. I have passingly 
observed already, that this was one 
of those extraordinary offices, which 
were-in their nature temporary, and 
did not admit succession. But this 
point, as so much stress is laid upon 
it, will deserve to be examined 
more particalarly. 

“The apostles may be considered 
ina twofold view, either in their 
general character as the first pas- 
tors of the church and teachers of 
the Christian faith, or in what is im- 
plied in their special character, of 
apostles of Jesus Christ. In the 
first general view they are, doubt- 
less, the predecessors of all those 
who, to the end of the world, shall 
preach the same gospel, and admin- 
ister the same sacraments, by what- 
ever name we distinguish them, 
bishops, priests, or deacons, over- 
seers, elders, or ministers. But the 


* Archbishop Wake’s translation. 


question still recurs, Whether, 
agreeably to the primitive institu- 
tion, their successors, in respect of 
the more common character of 
teachers and directors of the church- 
es, should be divided into three or- 
ders, or only into two? To presume 
without evidence, that the first, and 
not the second, was the fact, is 
merely what logicians call a petitio 
principii, taking that for granted, 
which is the very point in debate. 
But if it be alleged, that not in the 
general character of teachers, but 
in their special function as apostles, 
the bishops are their proper succes- 
sors, the presbyters and deacons 
being only the successors of those 
who were, in the beginning, ordain- 
ed by the apostles, this point will 
require a separate discussion. 
And for this purpose your atten- 
tion is entreated to the following re- 
marks. 

“First, the indispensable requi- 
sites in an apostle sufficiently de- 
monstrate, that the office could be 
but temporary. It was. necessary 
that he should be one who had seen 
Jesus Christ in the flesh, after his 
resurrection. Accordingly they 
were all specially destined to serve 
as eye-witness to the world of this 
great event, the hinge on which the 
truth of Christianity depended. The 
character of apostle is briefly de- 
scribed by Peter, who was himself 
the first of the apostolical college, 
as one ordained to be a witness of 
Christ’s resurrection, Acts i. 22, a 
circumstance of which he often 
makes mention in his speeches both 
to the rulers and to the people. See 
Acts ii. 32; ill. 155 v. 323 x. 41; 
xiii. 31. And if so, the office, from 
its nature and design, could not 
have an existence, after the extinc- 
tion of that generation. 

“ Secondly, the apostles were dis- 
tinguished a prerogatives which 
did not descend to any after them. 
Of this kind was, first, their receiv- 
ing their mission immediately from 
the Lord Jesus Christ, not medi- 
ately through any human ordination 
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or appointment: of this kind also 
was, secondly, the power of confer- 
ring, by imposition of hands, the 
miraculous gifts of the spirit on 
whomsoever they would ; and, third- 
ly, the knowledge they had, by in- 
spiration, of the whole doctrine of 
Christ. it was for this reason they 
were commanded to wait the fulfil- 
ment of the promise which their 
Master had given them, that they 
should be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. What pains does not Paul 
take to show, that the above men- 
tioned marks of an apostle belong- 
ed to him, as well as any of them? 
That he had seen Christ after his 
resurrection, and was consequently 
qualified as an eye-witness to attest 
that memorable event, he observes, 
1 Cor. ix. 1; xv. 8: that his com- 
inission came directly from Jesus 
Christ and God the Father, without 
the intervention of any human crea- 
ture, he acquaints us, Gal. i. 1; 11. 
6. To his conferring miraculous 
powers as the signs of an apostle, 
he alludes, 2 Cor. xii. 12; and that 
he received the knowledge of the 
Gospel not from any other apostle, 
but by immediate inspiration, Gal. 
i. 11, &c. 

“Thirdly, their mission was of 


quite a different kind from that of 


avy ordinary pastor. It was to pro- 
pagate the Gospel throughout the 
world, both among Jews and Pagans, 
and not to take the charge of a par- 
ticular flock. The terms of their 
commission are, “Go and teach all 
nations.” Again; “ Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature.” No doubt they 
may be styled bishops or overseers, 
but in a sense very different from 
that in which it is applied to the in- 
spector over the inhabitants of a 
particular district. ‘They were uni- 
versal bishops; the whole church, 
or rather, the whole earth was their 
charge, and they were all colleagues 
one of another. Or to give the same 
sentiment, in the words of Chry- 
sostom, Esciv ‘ume Sex yerpolovedev es 
amerloro: apyevies, 8x Edun xs Woress 
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Oi xPopys AammBavovjes, Adan way]es noun 
Try oimsucvny eumisevderies. “* The 
apostles were constituted of God, 
rulers, not each over a separate na- 
tion or city, but all were entrusted 
with the world in common.” If so, 
to have limited themselves to any 
thing less, would have been disobe- 
dience to the express command they 
had received trom their Master, to 
go into all nations, and to preach 
the Gospel to every creature. If, 
in the latter part of the lives of any 
of them, they were, through age and 
infirmities, confined to one place, 
that place would naturally fall 
under the immediate inspection of 
such. And this, if even so much 
as this, is all that has given rise to 
the tradition, (for there is nothing 
like historical evidence in the case) 
that any of them were bishops or 
pastors of particular churches. Nay, 
in some instances, it is plain, that 
the tradition has originated from 
this single circumstance, that the 
first pastors, in such achurch, were 
appointed by such an apostle, 
Hence it has arisen, that the bishops 
of different churches have claimed 
(and probably, with equal truth) to 
be the successors of the same apos- 
tle. 

“Fourthly and lastly, as a full 
proof that the matter was thus uni- 
versally understood, both in their 
own age, and in the times immedi- 
ately succeeding, no one, on the 
death of an apostle, was ever sub- 
stituted in his room, and when that 
original sacred college was extinct, 
the title became extinct with it. 
The election of Matthias by the 
apostles, in the room of Judas, is 
no exception, as it was previous to 
their entering on their charge. 
They knew it was their Master’s 
intention, that twelve missionaries, 
from among those who had attend- 
ed his ministry on the earth, should 
be employed as ocular witnesses to 
attest his resurrection, on which 
the divinity of his religion depend- 
ed. The words of Peter, on this 
occasion, are an ample confirmation 












of all that has been said, both in 
regard to the end of the office, and 
the qualifications requisite in the 
person who fills it, at the same 
time that they afford a demonstra- 
tion of the absurdity as well as ar- 
rogance of modern pretenders. 
‘Wherefore of these men which 
have companied with us all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John, unto that same 
day that he was taken up from us, 
must one be ordained to be a wit- 
ness with us of his resurrection.’ 
But afterwards, when the apostle 
James, the brother of John, was put 
to death by Herod, as recorded in 
the Acts of the Apostles, we find 
no mention made of a successor. 
Nor did the subsequent admission 
of Pauland Barnabas to the apostle- 
ship form any exception from what 
has been advanced; for they came 
hot as successors to any one, but 
were specially called by the Holy 
Spirit as apostles, particularly to 
the Gentiles; and in them also 
were found the qualifications re- 
quisite for the testimony which, as 
apostles, they were to give. 

“It is a similar subterfuge to re- 
cur to any of the other extraordi- 
nary ministers who were at that 
time in the church. It holds true 
of them all alike, that their office 
was temporary, and the charge 
they had was universal: it extend- 
ed to the whole church. Of this 
kind evidently was the office of 
evangelist, a title which, like apos- 
tle, fell with these who first enjoy- 
ed it. Such was Philip, such was 
Timothy, and such certainly was 
also Titus. The last mentioned, [ 
own, is no where expressly called 
so. But from a proper attention to 
what we learn concerning him and 
Timothy, both in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and in Paul’s epistles, we 
find their situations, services, and 
trusts, so perfectly to correspond, 
that we cannot hesitate a moment 
in affirming, that their functions 
were the same, and that they both 
served as assistants to the apostle 
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Paul. Such, also, probably, were 
Mark and Luke. I do not here al- 
lude to the right they acquired to 
this title from the gospels which 
they wrote, but as due to them 
from having assisted some of the 
apostles in that capacity. Luke 
was long the companion of Paul; 
Mark is said to have attended Pe- 
ter. Andif he wasa different per- 
son from this evangelist (about 
which some have doubted) John, 
surnamed Mark, ought also to be 
included, who for some time at- 
tended the apostles Paul and Bar- 
nabas, and after their separation, 
Barnabas. 

“ The work of an evangelist ap- 
pears to have been to attend the 
apostles in their journeys for the 
promulgation of the gospel, to as- 
sist them in the office of preaching, 
especially in places which the gos- 
pel had not reached before. ‘This 
conveys the true distinction be- 
tween the Greek words xzeve7<1» 
and evayycarZerv, from which last 
name evangelist is taken. The 
former signifies tu preach in gene- 


ral, or proclaim the reign of 


the Messiah; the latter, though 
frequently rendered in the same 
way, denotes, properly, to de- 
clare the good news, that is, the 
gospel, to those who had before 
known nothing of the matter. The 
evangelists assisted also in settling 
the churches, always acting under 
the direction of the apostles, and 
bearing messages from them to 
those congregations which the apos- 
tles could not then personally visit, 
serving to supply their places in 
reforming abuses, and settling or- 
der. But the whole history mani- 
festly proves, that their superin- 
tendency, in particular places, was 
not stationary, and for life, but oc- 
casional and ambulatory. The 
words of Paul to Titus clearly 
show thus much. ‘For this cause 
left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldst set in order the things 
that are wanting, and ordain elders 
in every city, as | appointed thee.’ 
This is not the language of one whe 
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bad assigned him this as his fixed 
station, but of one who had en- 
trusted him with the execution of a 
special purpose, which the apostle 
could not then execute himself; 
and which, when Titus had exe- 
cuted, the sole intention of his pre- 
sence there was accomplished. But 
that they remained still in their ex- 
traordinary character of evange- 
lists, and were still under the di- 
rection of those apostles whom 
they assisted in that capacity, ap- 
pears also from this, that Paul en- 
joins Timothy to make despatch, 
in regard to the matters he was 
charged with in Asia, that he might 
ye with him in Rome before the 
winter. As to Titus, he orders 
him to meet him at Nicopolis, in 
Macedonia, where he intended to 
pass the winter; and afterwards, 
ne writes to Timothy, (for the se- 
cond epistle to Timothy was poste- 
rior to the epistle of Titus) that 
Titus was gone to Dalmatia. 

“As to the dates or postscripts 
subjoined to the epistles in the 
common Bibles, it is universally 
agreed, among the learned, that 
they are of no authority. They 
are not found in some of our best 
and most ancient manuscripts: they 
are not the same in all copies, and 
some of thei are evidently false. 
The time in which they have been 
annexed, is not thought to have 
been earlier than the fifth century. 
We know haw far at that time a 
species of vanity carried people, to 
trace the line of their pastors up- 
wards, through a very dark period, 
to apostles and evangelists, sup- 
plying, by their guesses, the imper- 
fections of tradition. Certain it is, 
that in the three first centuries, 
neither Timothy nor Titus is styled 
bishop by any writer. It also de- 
serves to be remarked, that in the 
island of Crete, of which Titus is 
said, in the postscript of Paul’s 
epistle to him, to have been ordain- 
ed the first bishop, there were no 
fewer, according to the earliest ac- 
counts and catalogues extant, than 
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eleven bishops. Hence it is that 
Titus has been called by some of 
the later fathers an archbishop; 
though few of the warmest friends 
of episcopacy pretend to give the 
archiepiscopal order so early a date, 
Yet it is not without some colour 
of reason that they bave named him 
so; since he was appointed to or- 
dain elders in every city, and had 
therefore a superintendency for the 
time over the whole island. Where- 
as it is well known, that in the 
earliest times of episcopacy, every 
city wherein there was a church, 
that is, wherein there were Chris- 
tian converts enow, had its own 
bishop. Now if such was the case 
with Titus, he enjoyed an office 
there in which he had no succes- 
slun; since in all the ancient his- 
tory of the church, after the death 
of the extraordinary ministers, till 
the rise of the metropolitical juris- 
diction, which was near two cen- 
turies afterwards, the bishop of a 
Single congregation was the highest 
order known in the church. But 
our adversaries in this question do 
not reflect, that by making him a 
metropolitan, they deprive them- 
selves of the only plausible ac- 
count that has been given on their 
side, why he got no directions con- 
cerning the consecration of bishops, 
namely, that he himself was the 
bishop. For being in that island, 
by their hypothesis archbishop, he 
had several suffragans of the epis- 
copal order, in whose ordination 
alone he was immediately concern- 
ed. The ordaining of presbyters 
and deacons was properly their 
work, and not his. Paul, on that 
supposition, omitted to give him in- 
structions on the only pointin which 
he had a concern. ‘This holds still 
more evidently in regard to Timo- 
thy, whom the same persons have 
made primate, or rather patriarch, 
of the proconsular Asia, wherein 
there were many bishops. What 
excuse will their ingenuity invent 
for this repeated oversight of the 
apostle, in mentioning only two 
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orders instead of three? Indeed, 
so little can the instructions, given 
by Paul to Timothy and Titus, be 
made to quadrate with any ordi- 
nary ministry that ever obtained in 
the church, that we are forced to 
conclude with the learned Dr. 
Whitby, (see his preface to the 
epistle to Titus) that theirs was 
extraordinary as well as temporary, 
and that they were not succeeded 
in it by any that came after them. 
But if we must have successors to 
those extraordinary missionaries, 
why do we not retain both their ti- 
tles and their offices? And why 
have we not successors to them all? 
Why have we not still our apostles, 
and evangelists, and prophets, and 
governments, and tongues, and in- 
terpreters, and miracles, and dis- 
cerners Of spirits, as well as they? 
This would be no more than the na- 
tive consequence of that principle, 
that we must have something cor- 
responding and successive to offices 
which were then, by the wisdom of 
God, judged necessary for the sub- 
version of idolatry, and the first 
publication of the faith. 

It is of as little weight to urge, 
that committing the charge of or- 
daining presbyters and deacons to 
those extraordinary ministers, Ti- 
mothy and Titus, was an evidence 
that there was no such power in the 
presbyters* or bishops, as they are 
also called, who had been ordained 
in those places before. But how 
does it appear, that there had been 
any ordained in the churches to 
which their charge then extended ? 
The congregations, as was hinted 
already, were for some time left 
under the tutelage of those extraor- 
dinary ministers, the prophets and 
wise men who happened to be 
among them. The first mention 
that is made of the ordination, or 
settlement of elders in every city, 
is in the fourteenth chapter of the 
Acts, whereas many thousands had 
deen converted to Christianity in 
different places long before. And 
that some of the churches to which 


Paul’s epistles were directed, had 
no fixed ministry, is evident from 
the tenor of the epistles themselves, 
particularly from those written to 
the Corinthians. Now the direc. 
tions given to both Timothy and 
Titus clearly show, that they relate 
to the planting of churches, by sup- 
plying, for the first time, with stated 
pastors, those converts who had 
none before. This must have been 
done by the extraordinary minis 
ters, if it was ever to be done at all. 
But when that was once effected. 
no other than ordinary means, to 
which the pastors to be ordained 
were equal, were requisite for the 
supply of eccasional vacancies, and 
for preserving an order once esta- 
blished. Accordingly, the execu- 
tion of the charge which Paul gave 
to Timothy, whereof the planting 
of churches, by supplying them 
with pastors, was a principal part, 
he denominates doing the work, not 
of a bishop, but of an evangelist, 
and fulfilling that ministry. Aaron, 
the first high priest under the for- 
mer dispensation, and after him 
Eleazar his son, were solemnly con- 
secrated by Moses, who was an ex- 
traordinary minister, inasmuch as 
he was the steward and sole super- 
intendant over the house of God. 
But was this ever understood to 
imply, that no succeeding priest, 
and especially no succeeding high 
priest, could be legally consecrated 
by any who was inferior in office to 
Moses? Had that been the case, 
the priesthood must have expired 
with that generation. Moses, in his 
exalted station, had no successor. 
And till the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, it might be justly said, 
“There arose not a prophet since 
in Israel, like unto Moses, whom 
the Lord knew face to face.” It 
was yen | indeed that he should 
lay the foundation of the Israelitish 
church, but that he should raise the 
superstructure was not necessary. 
To effect this was left to meaner 
hands. And the priesthood, once 
established, was sufficient of itself 
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for filling up the voids that might 
be made by death, and other acci- 
dents. And is it reasonable to 
think, that the case, in this respect, 
would not be similar with the 
church of Christ? Hence it is evi- 
dent, that all the arguments, in fa- 
vour of the distinction, which are 
brought by Epiphanius, and others, 
from some passages in the epistles 
to Timothy and Titus, being built 
on a false hypothesis, must fall to 
the ground. They proceed upon 
the notion, that these were properly 
bishops in the modern acceptation ; 
4 notion utterly unknown to that 
Christian antiquity, which alone 
deserves the name of primitive; a 
notion, besides, incompatible with 
the authentick accounts we have 
concerning these extraordinary mi- 
nisters, who were not made bishops 
till about five hundred years after 
their death.” 

Much has been said in this con- 
troversy about apostolical succes- 
sion. Even the pious and excellent 
Baxter, who was far enough from 
being an Episcopalian, seemed to 
think there was much weight in 
the consideration that the apostles 
should have successors. Campbell 
shows that they had successors “ in 
their general character as the first 
pastors of the church, and teachers 
of the Christian faith.” But he 
also shows that there is no more 
reason why we should suppose they 
must have successors “in their spe- 
cial character, of apostles of Jesus 
Christ,” than there is to suppose 
that there should be a succession 
«of evangelists, and prophets, and 
governinents, and tongues, and in- 
terpreters, and miracles, and dis- 
cerners of spirits.” Apostolick 
powers, and all those other extraor- 
dinary and miraculous endowments, 
were important and necessary in 
the infancy of the church; but no 
better reason has been or can be 
assigned, why there should be a 
succession of the one than of the 
other—Of the latter we know there 
has been no permanent succession ; 


Memoir of the Rev. Joseph Eastburn. 


Juny, 


and of the former, as there was as lit- 
tle need of a succession, so we are 
fully persuaded there is as little 
evidence that a succession was 
ever intended, or that it has any 
other claim to respect than mere 
human institution. 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. JOSEPH EAST- 
BURN. 


( Continued from p. 246.) 


His license entirely satisfuctory to himself— 
his fidelity and success in the Hospital, 
Alms House, and Prison of Philadelphia 
—his labours, various and incessant, 
and acceptable to different denomination 
—he is principally instrumental in form- 
ing a congregation—death of his wife 
and entire relinguishment of his mechani- 
cal business—becomes stated preacher to 
the Mariners—performs religious ser- 
vices in many places out of Philadelphia 
—establishment and opening of the a- 
riner’s Church. 

The resolution of the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia already recited, 
formed the license, or conveyed the 
ecclesiastical authority,under which 
Mr. Eastburn performed his minis- 
terial services to the end of his life, 
a period of about four-and-twenty 
years. The conditions on which 
he accepted the office of a religious 
teacher, imposed on him no irksome 
restraint; for it is believed they 
were not different from those which 
he would have chosen, if the choice 
had been wholly left to himself. 
It is not known that he ever desired 
to sustain the pastoral relation, or 
to administer the sacraments, or to 
share in the government of the 
church, or to change the sentiments 
of an individual on the subject of 
baptism. To proclaim the messages 
of sal vation—to impress the momen- 
tous truths of the gospel on the 
hearts and consciences of careless 
sinners, to guide inquiring souls to 
the Saviour, and to edify the peo- 
ple of God by private, as well as by 
publick discourse, appears to have 
comprised all that he wished, and 
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all for which he considered himself 
as qualified: and as this was as 
ample a field of usefulness as he 
probably had any inclination to en- 
ter, so it is certain that in this he 
laboured with a most exemplary 
diligence, and a most unusual suc- 
cess. 

His first special designation was 
to those who were contined in the 
three publick establishments which 
are mentioned in the memorial pre- 
sented tothe Presbytery ; and the 
assiduity and tenderness could 
scarcely be exceeded, with which he 
endeavoured by every mean in his 
power to promote the spiritual wel- 
fare of these children of poverty, 
misfortune, or crime. He visited 
them often; he instructed and 
counselled them; he reproved some 
and encouraged others; he was 
ever found at the bedside of the 
sick or the maimed; he sympa- 
thized with all, and as frequently 
and fully as opportunity would per- 
mit he united with them in social 
worship, and preached to them with 
zeal and fidelity. All this will 
best appear from some of his own 
statements. 

The following connected narra- 
tives were found among his manu- 
scripts. 

“Iam requested to keep in writing the 
case of a woman that had been confined 
in one of the cells of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital—which is as follows. As I was 
passing the place, | heard the most plain- 
tive voice, crying “* Oh! my burden is too 
heavy for me to bear! My sins are too 
great to be forgiven.” I called aloud to 
her—* if your burden is ever so heavy, 
Jesus invites you to come to him, and he 
will give you rest; and if your sins are 
ever so great, he can freely pardon them 
all.” She immediately called me by 
name, and desired me to open the door 

which I could not do) but inquired 
where she had known me. She said it 
was when I kept meeting in the Northern 
Liberties, and had many children about 
me—that she was one of them, and that 
those were her happy days. She said if 
she had only gone on to serve the Lord 
as she did then, she might have been 
happy. But she did not—and now she 
was shut up in that dismal place. My 
mind was much affected to hear the poor 
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creature thus exclaim; but shortly after, 
she made her escape at midnight, and 
went to her home. I visited her there, 
and found her mind more composed. But 
her frends did not like that any one 
should speak to her, or that she should 
go to any place of worship; and if she 
did, they would shut her out of doors all 
night. But the Lord had pity on her, and 
called her to his blessed home, “ where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and where 
the weary are at rest.” When she was 
near her end, she sent for me, and with 
pleasure told me what the Lord had done 
for her soul. She had a full assurance of 
her eternal happiness, through a precious 
Saviour, and hoped to meet me in hea- 
ven. AsI was then going a journey, I saw 
ber no more—she died while I was away. 





‘The Lord can make the way-faring, 
though fools, wise to salvation. 

This has encouraged me to pay atten 
tion to the poor deranged people in the 
Hospital; and I now record some things 
more which took place there. Going into 
a ward where many of them were toge- 
ther, an elderly gentleman who had been 
long there cried out—* What, sir, are you 
come to preach to us again?” I replied, 
“Yes, sir, if you will please to come into 
another ward and hear—] have no autho- 
rity to compel you.” “But you have,” 
replied another. ‘ Does not your Lord 
and master command you to go out to the 
highways and hedges, and compel sinners 
to come to him?” I replied, “ That is 
true, my friend, and will you come ?”— 
“1 surely will,” said he: and many of 
them did attend worship at that time. I 
took for my text the words—* Compel 
them to come in.” He who mentioned 
them appeared much engaged, and en- 
treated me to go to their ward again, 
which I did. He soon after recovered 
his use of reason, and was set at liberty. 

At another time, some of the doctors 
wished to see what effect it might have 
upon some that were quite bad, to bring 
them in. A number were accordingly 
brought and placed before me—One with 
his hat covered with dirty feathers, which 
he had picked up, Some of them ap- 
peared very uneasy, and kept stamping 
and looking very wild at me and others— 
one figuring in the sand on the floor, and 
then looking at me, as though he were 
taking a likeness, This drew the atten- 
tion of the people who were in their 
senses, so much, that I thought our meet- 
ing would be broken up. I tried to keep 
my mind composed, and to beg the Lord 
to direct me what to do. I thought it 
would be best to surprise them; and] 
jumped up suddenly before them, and 
called upon them to attend, telling them 
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we had come there to worship Him that 
made us, and had given us our reason at 
first, and could restore it to those who 
had lost it; that we did not know what 
he might do for us, if we should sincerely 
pray; and now, said I, if you will be quite 
still, we will endeavour to pray. They 
saw me go upon my knees, and to the 
surprise of all, they immediately kneeled 
down, and the feathered hat was thrown 
aside. After prayer, they all rose and 
sat down, looking earnestly at me, and 
remained quiet until all were dismissed, 
Some time after, the steward, Mr. Francis 
Higgins, desired to know if I would be 
willing he should bring a man out of a 
cell into the meeting. 1 told him, if he 
could be kept in order I was willing. 
He then brought him--a very large man. 
I went up to him and «elcome: him to 
take aseat. They then brought another, 
very bad, and put this man b) the side of 
the first—The second man began te shuf- 
fle and make a noise, on which the first 
seized him fast by his knees, and told him 
he must be perfectly still there, and kept 
him in order all the time of worship, and 
did not move himself, except when I was 
speaking of what the blessed Saviour had 
done for poor sinners—how many dread 
ful cases he had relieved—he then clasped 
the other round the neck, as if he wished 
they might be benefited also; and after 
worship went quietly to his cell again. 

A woman called at my house, desiring 
I would speak to a friend of hers, con- 
fined in one of the cells. 1 inquired tor 
her, and was told she was so unreasonable 
it would be in vain to say any thing to 
her 1 observed [ would wish to comply 
with the request of my friend. They 
then went and put some decent clothes 
on her, and invited me to go in. She 
cried out—“f do not know that man.” 
True, said 1, but you know such a lady. 
She, I said, desired me to come and see 
you. She then began to measure the 
shawl they had put on her with her 
knuckles, as fast as she could, Why, said 
I, do you do that. “I must, I must, was 
the answer, for I am a great sinner.” So 
am I, was the reply, but [ am come to tell 
you about a great Saviour, who is able to 
save youand me. She then stopped, and 
sat us still as was possible for any one to 
do, and listened to all that I said without 
uttering another word. In a short time 
after she came to herself, so far as to 
leave the Hospital, and took lodgings for 
herself; and then desired to see me. I 
found her composed and solemn. She 


desired me to pray and return thanks 
with her; and when she rose up to go to 
prayer, she lifted up her hands and said— 
“O Lord, help me to unite with thy ser- 
vant now in prayer,” and then fell upon 
her knees. 
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Dr. Rush desired me to visit a patient 
of his, also, in one of the cells. The gen- 
tleman was much distressed, and com- 
plained that he was worse than a brute ; 
that he could not act as a rational crea- 
ture; that when he eat he was so raven- 
ous that he was shocked at himself—he 
was very melancholy, Visiting him ona 
Sabbath day, he inquired if I was not 
about to have worship in some part of the 
Hospital. 1 told himtwas, He request. 
ed to attend with us. Tbe steward ob- 
served, it was contrary to his orders to let 
him come out of his cell. The gende- 
man suid, if Dr. Rush was there, he would 
let him come. At that very instant, unex- 
pectedly to him or any of us, the doctor ap- 
peared, passing the cell door. He called 
out, “ Oh, Doctor, shall I not be permit- 
ted to go to meeting here.” Certainly, 
replied the doctor. He appeared over- 
joyed, and attended with great apparent 
devotion; and afterward entreated me to 
go back with him to his place, which I 
did, and often tried to encourage him, 
He had not been allowed any book be- 
fore, but now earnestly desired to have a 
Bible, which was allowed him. But his 
constitution was very weak, and he gra- 
dually declined in body, untii nature sunk, 
He was not able, as far as I could find, to 
say any thing about the state of his mind, 
until death closed the scene. 

Doctor Rush also desired me to visit a 
Doctor, who had come from the West 
Indies in a consumption, seeking the ad- 
vice of physicians, and to try a change of 
climate. But he was very fast sinking 
under the disease. He had a room fur- 
nished in the Hospital, and every atten- 
tion possibie paid to him. & went with 
one of the managers to see him, and told 
him Dr. Rush had desired me to come, 
and what was my errand. He received 
me politely, but said but little. I endea- 
voured to improve the time to the best of 
my knowledge, and hope I was directed 
by the blessed Spirit to a word in season. 
I urged the necessity of prayer to the 
Lord, who alone could help him; and de- 
sired to know if he would have me to pray 
with him. He seemed rather to consent, 
than to ask it. But in time of prayer, his 
mind was filled with wonderful joy; and 
when I rose, he clasped me with both 
hands, and said it was the happiest visit 
to him that ever he had; and that he was 
under great obligations to Doctor Rush 
for many favours, but none was so great 
as sending me to visit him at that time; 
and he desired me to come again. But 
in a few hours after, on the same day, he 
expired. The manager, who was of the 
Friends’ society, was so much pleased 
with what he beheld, that he wrote me 3 
permit to visit the Hospital when I pleased; 
and gave orders to the steward and gate 
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keeper to admit me at any time—which 
opened the way for my holding worship 
there; and he and other of the managers 
have often attended the meetings and 
countenanced them.” 


It appears that, beside the fore- 
coing narratives, Mr. Eastburn kept 
a regular journal of the religious 
services he performed, from the 
time of his licensure till he was 
confined to his house by his last 
sickness. If the whole of this jour- 
nal were published, it would exhi- 
bit a very extraordinary series of 
Jabour and self denial, through 
which this excellent man passed, 
in the service of his divine Master, 
and for the salvation of sinners of 
all descriptions—but especially for 
those for whom others had not suffi- 
ciently cared. 

From this journal a considerable 
number of extracts will be made. 
Previously to this, however, it ma 
be proper to remark, that for the 
two or three years immediately 
succeeding his licensure, his ser- 
vices on the Sabbath were almost 
wholly confined to the three pub- 
lick institutions, already repeatedly 
mentioned. But after the lapse of 
about that period, he requested of 
the Presbytery that his attention 
might not be so strictly confined 
as it had been, to those institutions 
—observing, that the scenes which 
he constantly witnessed there were 
so gloomy, that he found it difficult 
to keep them from having a de- 
pressing influence on his spirits. 
His request was readily granted ; 
and indeed from that date till his 
death, he was left very much at dis- 
cretion, in the employment of his 
time.* He never failed, it is be- 


ie 





* The following extracts from the mi- 
nutes of the Philadelphia Presbytery, 
found among Mr. E.’s papers, afford a spe- 
cimen of the records usually made in his 
case, 

“April 20th, 1808.—The Presbytery 
received from Mr. Eastburn an account of 
the manner in which he had fulfilled his 
appointments, since the last stated meet- 
ng in the Spring, and approved his fide- 

ty. 
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lieved, to make a distinct report to 
the Presbytery, at least once a year, 
of the manner in which he had em- 
ployed his time; and these reports 
were invariably approved—lIn a few 
instances, he was appointed by the 
Presbytery either to perform some 
missionary services, at no great dis- 
tance from the city of Philadelphia, 
or to preach in vacant a a8 
tions; but in general it was left to 
his own sense of duty, to choose 
where and when his services should 
be rendered. He never ceased to 
visit and preach to the inmates of 
the Prison, Alms-House, and Hos- 
pital. The whole change consisted 
in giving enlargement to the circle 
of his services: and there can be no 
doubt that this was not only condu- 
cive to his health and happiness, but 
also to the extension o fis useful- 
ness. It should likewise be re- 
marked, that till the death of his 
wife, he never gave up his mechani- 
cal business; and, as will appear 
from his journal, he was sometimes 
called to work at a coffin on one 
part of the Lord’s day, and te 
aig on another part of the same. 

n no manual labour, which was not 
clearly the demand of necessity or 
mercy, would any earthly induce- 
ment have tempted him to have any 
concern, on the day of sacred rest. 
But when such a demand was 





“On motion, resolved, that it be left at 
the discretion of Mr. Eastburn, as he shail 
judge it expedient, to employ less of his 
time in the publick institutions of the 
city of Philadelphia, and more in the 
places in its vicinity, which are destitute 
of the regular preaching of the gospel.” 

“ April 19th, 1809.—Mr. Joseph East- 
burn made a report with respect to the 
discharge of his duties; which being ac- 
cepted, he was directed to continue to 
act under his former instructions.” 

“April 19th, 1810.—The Presbytery 
received, and approvei the report of Mr. 
Eastburn, and directed him to employ his 
time till our next stated meeting, agree- 
ably to his instructions received at the 
last Spring Sessions.” 

Truly extracted from the records of the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

James P. Wi180KN, 
Stated Clerk for the year 1810. 





s ~s ©. - .—., _ - 
oe is # ar ; > 
RA A ie 5 meme Mi Ne A I te na 












































par ha? ae 7 
































ee 


re 


ao hae 


~<~ - wre — 
. —s 


se ae ae - ee ae ae ne eer 
" °s 4 a a a “es - 
Rear Tae nly tate et bn A AE: AE" ee Neate tie a Sey et ee Te 


See ¥ 


—— 
PS Saye apa Pee Tae Ay ee = Ai neha 


Se ee ee ee ee ee eee ee tae 


ae 
gs. 































316 


clearly made, he showed that he 
was superior to all superstitious 
feelings: and those who knew him 
best, had uot a doubt that not only 
on the Sabbath, but on other days 
also, his meditations were much of 
the things of God and heaven, while 
his hands were diligently employed 
in the use of his mechanical imple- 
ments. 

The following extracts from his 
journal will show the nature, ex- 
tent, and variety of his engage- 
ments, during the whole period 
which elapsed between his licen- 
sure, and the opening for worship of 
the edifice now known as the Mari- 
ner’s Church of Philadelphia—The 
reader will remark how acceptable 
his services appear to have been, to 
almost every denomination of pro- 
testant Christians. 


1808.—Continued at the Alms-House, 
Jail, and Hospital, to the end of the 
month of April, 

Ast Sabbath in May, held worship at the 
village called the Rising Sun, in the fore- 
noon; and at the Alms-House in the af- 
ternoon, At the former the people at- 
tended decently, and some young peopie 
appeared to be affected. 

2d Sabbath—Held worship at the Hos- 
pital in the morning, and at a school 
house in Buck-lane, below the city, in 
the afternoon. Had a very orderly com- 
pany—collected a number of boys from 
their amusements, who also attended. In 
the evening attended a society in the 
Northern Liberties. 

3d Sabbath—Held worship in the morn- 
ing over the Delaware, at Camden. But 
few attended, but they were desirous of 
having the worship continued. In the 
afternoon, attended at the Bettering 
flouse, and in the evening in the North- 
ern Liberties. 

4th Sabbath—Attended the communion 
in the 2d Presbyterian Church in the 
morning, and preached at the prison in 
the afternoon, and at a society in the 
west part of the city in the evening :— 
poorly attended, and some boys were very 
unruly, 

5th Sabbath—At the Hospital in the 
morning; attended Mr. Welch, from Con- 
necticut, to the Prison in the afternoon. 
He spoke to the prisoners and visited the 
sick, and I assisted him. In the evening 
attended publick worship. 

Ist Sabbath in June—Attended at the 
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Alms-House in the afternoon, and at Ken- 
sington in the evening; and had a very 
large collection of people, who attended 
with great apparent solemnity. 

2d Sabbath—Prevented by heavy rain 
from attending out of the city—assisted 
Dr. Green. In the evening began to hold 
worship at Spring Garden, under very dis- 
couraging appearances—Collected some 
boards and fire-wood, to make seats for 
the people; and many attended out of 
curiosity, who were not in the habit of 
going to any place of worship. Some 
appeared affected, and several desired to 
have meeting there again. 

3d Sabbath— Held worship in the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital in the morning—at the 
new church in the Northern Liberties tn 
the afternoon—and at Spring Garden at 
night. More attended than at first. 

4th Sabbath--Hurried in the morning 
with a coffin; but went to Frankford and 
held worship there, both parts of the day. 
In the evening held worship at Kensing- 
ton--people attentive. 

Ast Sabbath in July--Held worship in 
the First Presbyterian Church in the 
morning. Had to work in the afternoon, 
and hindered at night from going to 
Spring Garden, by the sickness of my 
wife, and unwell myself. 

2d Sabbath--My wife too sick to per- 
mit me to leave home and go out of the 
city—had to work at a coffin and attend 
a funeral. Gave an exhortation at the 
grave for Dr. Wilson’s congregation. 

3d Sabbath—-At the State Prison in the 
morning-—preached for Dr. Green in the 
afternoon ; but could not attend society 
in the evening, on account of my wife 
being very ill. 

Supplied for Dr. Green at the new 
church on Wednesday evening; beside 
attending my own society on every 
Thursday evening. 

4th Sabbath in July—Had to work in 
the morning—heard Dr. Green—attended 
at the Bettering House in the afternoon, 
and spoke to the poor; visited the sick 
in the evening. 

Sth Sabbath—Held worship. at the 
Rising Sun in the morning; and back of 
the city in the evening, at a school house ; 
at both places the people attended de- 
cently and solemnly. 

Ist Sabbath in August—Had to work, 
but attended worship, and spoke in the 
evening near the Schuylkill, in a school 
house. 

2d Sabbath--Had to work in the morn- 
ing before worship; but preached both 
parts of the day at Pine street church. 

3d Sabbath—Supplied for the Luthe- 
rans in the morning, and attended the 
communion in Arch street. Assisted Dr. 
Green in the afternoon, and held a socie- 
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ty at Spring Garden at night. Friday 
evening, spoke for Dr. Green in Arch 
street meeting. 

4th Sabbath--Held worship at Frank- 
ford both parts of the day. Was called 
upon to visit a dying son of Mr. Lesley’s 
with the lock-jaw--he died in the even- 
ing. Supplied for Dr. Green in the 
week, 

October, Ist Sabbath--Was to preach 
in Arch street church, but obtained Mr. 
Kollock to perform the service. Had to 
make a large coffin, but attended a so- 
ciety in the evening. A number of fami- 
lies attended, who were beginning to 
perform family worship, and were ad- 
dressed particularly on that subject. 
They appeared determined to go on, and 
look to the Lord for grace to help them. 

2d Sabbath in October—Obtained Dr. 
Keith to preach in Arch street church, 
and Dr.’Blair in the north church, as Dr. 
Green was sick, and Mr. Janeway out of 
the city. I went to the Bettering House 
in the afternoon, and to Spring Garden 
at night--had a crowded house, and 
many in the street—some very vain and 
careless, 

4th Sabbath--Preached in the north 
church in the morning, and gave an ex- 
hortation in the Methodist rmeeting in the 
evening, to a great congregation, who 
were very attentive. 

December, the 2d Sabbath--Preached 
in the morning at Spring Garden—in the 
afternoon at Zoar, a Methodist meeting, 
chiefly black people, but very attentive. 

1809, January, the lst Sabbath--Preach- 
ed in the morning at the Hospital; and 
in the evening at the Union Methodist 
meeting. 

2d Sabbath—Preached in the morning 
at the Prison, and visited the sick in both 
wings; they were very attentive. In the 
evening preached at the black Methodist 
meeting, called Bethel, to a very large 
collection of people, white and black. 

February, 3d Sabbath--Attended the 
communion in the Second Presbyterian 
Church in the morning. Had to prepare 
a coffin in the afternoon, for a corpse to 
be sent out of the city. Attended at the 
Union Methodists’ meeting in the even- 
ing. Concluded a prayer meeting, with 
an exhortation and prayer. 

4th Sabbath—Attended a funeral in the 
morning, and spoke to a large concourse 
of people, at Mr. Potts’s burying ground. 
Held worship at the Hospital, and attend- 
ed a:other funeral. 

March, the 1st Sabbath-—-Preached for 
Mr. Janeway in the north church, in the 
morning, and for the Independents at the 
Tabernacle, in the evening. 

_ 2d Sabbath in March--Preached a cha- 
rity sermon in the morning at the Metho- 
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dists’ meeting in Kensington, by the re- 
quest of a large society, for helping the 
poor in that part. 

4th Sabbath--Preached in the after- 
noon at the First Presbyterian church, 
Dr. Wilson being unwell; and in the 
evening opened a new place for worship, 
south-west of the city, built by Captain 
Moore and others, which was well attended. 

ist Sabbath in April--Preached in the 
morning in the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church--assisted Dr. Wilson in the after- 
noon, but was unable to go to the society 
at night, by reason of the rheumatism, 

3d Sabbath of April—At the prison in 
the morning—-preached for Mr. Potts in 
the afternoon—and at a new school house, 
built for the use of the Evangelical So- 
ciety, in the evening, to a large collec- 
tion of grown people and children. 

2d Sabbath, May—-At the prison in the 
morning, and at the Bettering House in 
the afternoon. Delivered a funeral ser- 
mon on the death of a pious blind woman, 
who had been long there. 

3d Sabbath of June--Preached at the 
Prison in the morning, and Spring Garden 
in the evening. The following week went 
abroad. Held worship at Trenton, on 
Wednesday evening; Thursday and Fri- 
day evenings at Brunswick. 

4th Sabbath, in New York--Attended 
the Lord’s Supper at Mr. Milledoler’s 
church, and preached for him in the af- 
ternoon. Preached on my return, at 
Brunswick, and at Trenton. Arrived at 
home in time to attend my own society in 
the evening. Next evening supplied for 
Dr. Green at the Tabernacle. 

3d Sabbath of July— Mr. Flinn supplied 
in my place for Dr. Green. I then began 
to help the German Calvinists, Preach- 
ed, morning and afternoon, for them in 
the Academy. 

4th Sabbath--Supplied for the Germans 
both parts of the day, and catechised 
their children, Visited a sick man at 
night. . 

Sth Sabbath—Supplied for the Ger- 
mans both parts of the day, and catechized 
their children, The number increasing 
so much as to require assistance by some 
of their members. 

All August supplied for the Germans, 

September-- Continued still to supply 
for the Germans, except when I obtained 
some one to take my place—I then went 
to the Poor House, Prison, and Hospital, 
through the months of September, Octo- 
ber, and November. At the Hospital, in 
September, there was a seaman, who had 
been hurt in his back, which turned to a 
mortification. He was under great con- 
cern about his soul; and for some time 
declared he had no hope of his salvation. 
But within a few days of his death, he 
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said he could believe in Jesus, and rest 
his soulon him. He desired to ve bap- 
tized, and was so, by the Rev. Mr. Alex- 
ander, on his dying pillow. He attended 
worship next day, and, in a few hours 
after expired, At the Bettering House 
some professed to be benefited. 

Ist Sabbath in December—Preached 
at the Hospital inthe morning. A man 
deranged hung himself. His wife came, 
in time of worship, crying bitterly. 
Preached in the afternoon for the Ger- 
mans, and exhorted at the Methodists’ 
meeting at night. 

5th Sabbath in December, and last day 
of the year, Mr. Birch having now come 
to the Germans, I attended at the Prison 
in the morning, at the Alms-House in the 
afternoon, and gave an exhortation in the 
evening at the Union Methodists’ meet- 
ing, thus ending the year. 

1810. —Presbytery met, and I deliver- 
ed my report, April 19th. They ap- 
proved it, and directed me to continue as 
i judged best. 

4th Sabbath of June,--Preached at 
Abington in the morning, Dr. Tennent 
being sick--gave an exhortation at Frank- 
ford after Mr. Doke, on my way home, 

4th Sabbath, July.--Preached at Ger- 
mantown in the morning, and exhorted in 
the First Baptist Mecting, in the evening. 

Sth Sabbath.--Attended a funeral in 
the morning—opened a place for worship 
in the afternoon near Schuylkill, and 
preached to a small congregation. 

4th Sabbath, August.--Preached morn- 
ing and af'ernoon for the German Calvin- 
ists. An impostor offered his service to 
preach fur them, and was detected. 

September, Ist Sabbath.—Preached 
for Dr. Tennent at Abington, in the 
morning, and at Milestown, on my return, 
in the afternoon. 

2d Sabbath.—Supplied the German 
Calvinists morning and afternoon, their 
minister being gone to North Carolina. 

5th Sabbath.—Preached for Mr. Alex- 
ander in Pine street church; and for Dr. 
Green on Wednesday evening, at the 
church Northern Liberties. 

October, the Ist Sabbath.—Preached 
for Mr. Janeway in the morning; attend- 
ed a funeral in the afternoon, and spent 
the remainder of the day and evening 
with my sick wife. 

2d Sabbath.—Attended at the State 
Prison in the morning, exhorted and 
prayed with the prisoners, who were 
very attentive. In the afternoon preach- 
ed to the poor in the Alms-House, upon 
Simeon seeing the salvation of the Lord, 
and pour | to depart in peace. Luke 
ii. 29 and 30. 

5th Sabbath, of December.—Preached 
at the Prison in the morning, and at the 
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Free Quakers’ meeting in the afternoon. 
We had a solemn and affecting time. O 
to be well prepared to end our time, as 
we are now ending another year! The 
Lord pardon all defects and short coming 
through it. 

2.1 Sabbath of April, 1811.—Preached 
at Kensington; gave in my report to Pres- 
bytery the 18th of April, which was ac- 
cepted, and liberty given me to supply 
wherever the Lord in his providence may 
call me within their bounds. 

June, 1st Sabbath—Preached in the 
Fourth Presbyterian church in the morn- 
ing for Mr. Potts. 





In the afternoon attended un my dying 
wife, until she expired, between 35 and 6 
o’clock, to enter upon her blessed Sab- 
bath above. June 2d, 1811. 





2d Sabbath, June.—Preached in Wil- 
mington, morning and evening, for Dr. 
Reid and Mr. Henderson, and exhorted 
in the afternoon for the latter. 

3d Sabbath.—Preached in the Baptist 
meeting at Pennepack in the morning, and 
at the Fox Chase in the afternoon. 

Sth Sabbath.—Preached at Cape May 
morning and afternoon. Monday deliver- 
ed a funeral sermon, and in the evening 
preached at Fishing Creek. ‘Tuesday at 
Cape Island school house. Wednesday 
evening at a private house. Friday even- 
ing at the court house at Bridgetown. 

Ist Sabbath in July.—Preached at Pits- 
grove, in Jersey. 

2d Sabbath.—Preached at Bond-brook, 
in East Jersey, both parts of the day, to a 
very attentive congregation. Attended 
and preached at Trenton on my way, ia 
a school house, to a few people. Preach- 
ed at Amboy and Brunswick. 

3d Sabbath.—Preached at Washington, 
on South river, below Brunswick, both 
parts of the day, to a people who seldom 
have any to preach to them. 

4th Sabbath.—At home; went to the 
Prison in the morning; preached at the 
Bettering House in the afiernoon, and 
visited the sick there. 

2d Sabbath of October.—Dr. Reid, of 
Wilmington, had sent for me to assist him 
at his communion, I went and spoke 
four times, and returned better in health 
than when I left home. 

Ast Sabbath in November.—Attended 
the communion in Northern Liberties; 
spoke for Mr. Burch in the ——s 
This week went to Columbia, and held 
meeting in a school house, and both parts 
of the Sabbath following, when the peo- 
ple attended well. Monday evening, 
spoke in the German church; next day 
went to Donegal, and spoke in the Pres- 
byterian meeting. On Thursday, being 
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ihe day recommended by the General 
Assembly to be kept for worship, I 
preached; also at May town, in the Ger- 
man church, and at New Haven, on Sus- 
quehanna. 

3d Sabbath.—Preached morning and 
afternoon in the Presbyterian meeting 
house in Lancaster; and was treated in 
each place with more kind attention 
than | ever experienced in any journey 
before, and found all safe at my home. 
Thanks be to my heavenly Father, for all 
these his tender mercies, 

1812, January, the Ist Sabbath.— 
Preached at the Hospital, and visited in 
the ditierent wards, 

2d Sabbath.—Preached in Spring Gar- 
den to a very attentive society. 

3d Sabbath —Preached at the Better- 
ing House. Was kindly received by the 
new steward, and all the orderly poor. 
Visited some of them that could not at- 
tend worship. 

4th Sabbath.—Attended the commu- 
nion at the First Presbyterian Church, 
and preached in the afternoon for Dr. 
Wilson. Wednesday evening supplied 
for Dr. Green. ‘Thursday attended a fu- 
neral at Kensington. Friday evening 
spoke in Southwark, 

February, lst Sabbath.—Preached at 
the Prison, and visited a number of sick 
confined there, who had comfortable ac- 
eommodations. 

Wednesday Evening.—Preached for 
Dr. Alexander in Pine street. 

Friday Evening.—Spoke at Mr. Burch’s 
house, preparatory to the commumon. 

Saturday Evening.—Preached at Mr. 
Burch’s meeting. 

4th Sabbath of Feb.—Preached in the 
Frison, and visited the sick men confined 


there, but found very little appearance of 


repentance. In the evening, preached at 
Spring Garden to a very altentive people. 

2d Sabbath of April.—Preached at Ne- 
shaminy, in the late Mr. Irvin’s congrega- 
tion; in the meeting house in the morn- 
ing, and at Mr. Samuel Mann’s in the af- 


ternoon; to a very attentive collection of 


people in both places. Came home on 
Monday with Mr. Jaudon. Tuesday even- 
ing held society for Mr. Burch’s people. 
Wednesday evening preached for Dr. 
Green, Thursday evening at Kensington. 
Friday evening for Dr. Alexander, at 
Mrs. Casdrup’s, Southwark. 

2d Sabbath of June.—Preached in the 
Prison in the morning, and at the First 
Baptist meeting in the afternoon. Mon- 
day went to Camden, and held meeting 
in the evening there. On Tuesday went 
to Haddonfield, and was refused by the 
Quakers to hold meeting in a school 
house, belonging to one of them in the 
‘own. We had to go to one back of the 


town, in a heavy rain, where the people 
attended well, From there to Moorestown, 
where we were received by Mr, Harris, 
and held worship at his house. In the 
evening he conveyed us to Mount Holly, 
where we held worship afternoon and 
evening. Mr. Richard’s sent us in his 
carriage to Burlington, where | staid and 
preached. 

3d Sabbath.—Morning and evening at 
the Methodist meeting, and afternoon at 
the Baptist. Monday afternoon and even- 
ing at Bristol. 

‘Thursday, 16th July.—Rode to Lancas- 
ter, and went to Liditz, a Moravian town, 
to see their order. 

3d Sabbath of the month.—Preached 
in the Presbyterian meeting house in 
Lancaster, morning and afternoon, and 
was kindly received. Tuesday evening, 
preached at Columbia, in a handsome 
new meeting house, to a large congrega- 
tion, who were very attentive. Thursday 
evening, preached in a new school house 
at New Haven; a rainy night, but the 
people attended better than could be ex- 
pected, Returned to Columbia, and hac 
society at Mr. M‘Kissick’s house, on Fri 
day evening, and at Mr. Beaty’s on Sa 
turday evening; people very attentive. 

4th Sabbath.—Preached three times in 
the new meeting house at Columbia, to 
full congregations; the people were very 
attentive and solemn. Monday evening, 
held society at Dr. M‘Corkle’s. Tues- 
day went down the river on a raft of 
boards, to a town called Washington, 
where a sermon had never been preach- 
ed before, and had a meeting in an un- 
finished house. The people crowded the 
place, and some sat on the joists over 
our heads; the floor not being laid. 
Some were very attentive, others, out of 
doors, were noisy, and generally very 
careless, Returning in the night in a 
gig, the gentleman who drove, ran against 
a stump and overset. We were both 
thrown out, but [I escaped unhurt, and 
had neither bruise nor mark. He was very 
little injured, nor the carriage. Wednes- 
day evening, held society ata Mrs. Hous- 
ton’s, who had long been confined to her 
house, and was in connexion with the 
Quakers. 

Ist Sabbath in August.—Preached 
three times in the new church in Colum. 
bia. Monday evening, held Society at a 
Mrs. Ralston’s, and afterwards gave an 
exhortation and prayer at Mr. Ring’s, at 
the stege and ferry house. Tuesday af- 
ternoon, preached at Mr. Pettit’s, at 
the sign of General Wayne. Wednes- 
day at gas ange where many at. 
tended. Thursday, came home in the 
stage, and found all safe and in good 
order. Bless the Lord, oh my soul! and 
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all my powers join to praise and thank 
him, for all his favours to me, a poor un- 
worthy, unprofitable servant. 

5th Sabbath.—Preached at Abington 
in the morning, catechised the children, 
and attended a funeral there; and in the 
afternoon preached in a school house at 
Milestown. 

September, the 1st Sabbath.—Preach- 
ed in the afternoon at New Brunswick, 
in New Jersey, to a large congregation. 
Monday evening, at a private house. 
Fuesday evening, at Mrs. Mier’s. Wednes- 
lay evening, at Mr. Seymour’s school 
house. Thursday evening in Dr. Clark’s 
meeting house. Friday came away with 
Mr. Guest and my brother, to see one 
john Williams, who has long been locked 
fast in body, with the rheumatism, and 
brought to know the Lord, and can now 
sing his praise in the midst of bodily dis- 
tress, in an astonishing manner. 

2d Sabbath.—Preached morning and 
afternoon at Bristol, in the Episcopal 
church, to a very attentive people. Mr. 
M‘Elroy read the prayers, and | went 
home with him. Monday, preached near 
his house, to a very attentive assembly, 
Tuesday, preached again at a few miles 
distance; and on Wednesday returned 
home. 

2d Sabbath of October—Preached both 
parts of the day at Pine street church. 
On Monday went on a second tour ap- 
pointed by Presbytery. Mr. Burch being 
unwell, I had to go alone. Preached in 
the evening at Camden, and had to walk 
next day to Haddonfield. It being their 
election time, I could get no stage or 
carriage. Preached in the evening in a 
school house, and paid a woman for clean- 
ing it. Was taken next day to Moores- 
town; preached at Mr. Edward Harris’s, 
who entertained me kindly, and sent me 
on next day in his carriage to Mount 
Holly; preached there, afternoon and 
evening, in the Baptist meeting house. 
Went from there in a stage to Burling- 
ton, and preached again on Friday even- 
ing, and from there home. 

3d Sabbath—Preached for the poor in 
the Bettering House 

4th Sabbath of November—Preached 
at the Hospital. Monday evening, spoke 
in a society of our polite ladies, who usual- 
ly meet by themselves. Wednesday 
evening, spoke in Pine street meeting. 
Thursday evening in a society belonging 
to St. Paul’s church. Friday evening in 
Southwark society. Saturday evening at 
Mr. Jaudon’s. 

5th Sabbath—Preached at the Better- 

»¢ House; the people were very atten- 


tive, and some pious women much com. 
forted. In the evening went to hear Mr 
Fisk at the Academy. 

4th Sabbath of February, 1813—Preach. 
ed at the Hospital. The managers, and 
steward, with his family, and a larger 
collection than ever before attended. 

3d Sabbath of March—Supplied at Pine 
street church morning and afternoon, and 
was much oppressed in body, and with 
pain in my breast. On Thursday, went 
up to New Hope to supply, by direction 
of Presbytery. Preached there on Friday 
evening, and on Sabbath day. 

4th Sabbath—Preached in the new 
meeting house. On Monday afternoon, 
at Mr. M‘Nairs, and from house to house, 
and on Wednesday afternoon at Squire Ing- 
ham’s house. Returned home Thursday 
evening. Friday evening, spoke for Mr. 
Joice in his society. 

1st Sabbath in June—Preached for Dr. 
Clark. On Tuesday evening in a private 
house. Wednesday went to New York, 
and was sick at the Rev. Mr. Brodhead’s 
one day. Friday went to Amboy, and 
preached in the evening, in the Presbyte- 
rian meeting house. 

2d Sabbath.—Preached both parts of 
the day in the same place; the people 
were very attentive; the militia were en- 
camped before the church; the trumpeter 
stood clerk, and officers all attended. 

3d Sabbath of August—Preached at 
Solesbury, up the Delaware; again on 
Thursday, at the same place, and from 
house to house through the week; and 
attended a funeral. 

4th Sabbath—Preached at Newtown, to 
a large and attentive congregation; went 
in the afternoon six miles, and attended a 
large funeral, and spoke there. I hope 
the Lord directed and blessed this jour- 
ney. 
Thursday, 9th of September—The hu- 
miliation day. I preached in the morning 
and evening, to an attentive and solemn 
people, in Crown street church. 

2d Sabbath—Attended again at Crown 
street. Mr. Sergeant preached in the 
morning, and [in the afternoon, I then 
informed them that the Rev. Mr. Brod- 
head, whom they had invited to be their 
minister, was coming. 

3d Sabbath—Preached in the morning 
at Abington, and gave an exhortation in 
the afternoon at Hatborough or Lollar’s 
Academy, and went next day to a camp 
meeting at Neshaminy. Wednesday even- 
ing preached in the North Meeting; had 
a favourable time. 


(To be continued.) 
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INVIsIBLES, Reauitres, Demonstrated in 
the Holy Life and Triumphant Death of 
John Janeway, Fellow of King’s College, 
Cumbridge. By James Janeway, M. A. 
ee : printed by John Young. 
1828. 


To this little volume the following ad- 
vertisement is prefixed— 


‘As the following work has either 
never been printed in this country, or 
has long been out of print, the publisher 
thought he would be rendering an ac- 
ceptable service to the Christian publick, 
and especially to those who are looking 
forward to the ministry of reconciliation, 
by reviving a memoir which presents 
such a lovely exhibition of Christian ex- 
cellence, and such a striking proof of the 
reality of ‘things unseen.” No further 
liberty has been taken with the original 
narrative, than the occasional substitution 
of a more modern, for an antiquated 
term. As the whole proceeds of the work 
will be devoted to the American Sunday 
School Union, it is hoped that this con- 
sideration, in addition to the intrinsic va- 
lue of the work, will secure to it a liberal 
share of publick patronage. 

“ Philadelphia, Feb. 1828,” 


The author of this work is, we believe, 
the same who wrote the well known pub- 
lication, “ A Token for Children ;” and 
the subject of the present memoir appears 
to have been his near relative—probably 
his cousin. 

We are truly glad to see a reprint of 
the short memorials of some of those 
eminently holy men, who appeared in a 
cluster in Britain, in the time of Oliver 
Cromwell, and who suffered so grievous- 
ly, in the reign of the profligate and 
faithless Charles the Second. This month 
a year ago, we noticed and recommended 
a memoir of the Rev. Joseph Alleine, au- 
thor of the far famed little book entitled, 
“ An Alarm to the Unconverted :” and it 
is our purpose to keep our readers in- 
formed of all republications of this cha- 
racter, that come to ourknowledge—They 
teach much in a small compass; and 
serve to show that, in whatever else we 
may excel our ancestors, some of them 
excelled us in holy living. ‘The subject, 
indeed, of the narrative before us, was 
regarded as a kind of prodigy of piety, 
even by his eminent cotemporaries. It 
appears that he had read Baxter’s “ Saint’s 
Rest” with advantage; and the author of 
that wonderful production—for such we 
esteem it—is the writer of the preface to 
the present work. With some of his re- 
marks we close our notice. 


Vor. VI.—Ch. Adv. 


“ Though I wonder at the lengthening 
of my own life, which hath been threaten. 
ed by God and man these thirty years or 
more, yet, alas, how much less have I 
lived than this man did, who am yet far 
short of his heavenly preparations. I am 
ashamed to read that any thing of mine 
was a help to his attainments, and to find 
that at almost sixty years of age, I am 
much below what he was raised to at 
twenty-three, O that God would give 
my frozen age such warm reflections 
from these his remains, that according to 
my need, I may receive more from him 
that is dead, than ever he did from me 
alive !” 

“We think it great pity, that he lived 
to preach but two sermons in the world! 
That some poor, ignorant, dull congrega- 
tion had not been instructed and awaken- 
ed by his doctrine; and his spiritual fer- 
vour had not, by dispersed writings, in- 
flamed the souls of thousands with the 
same heavenly love and zeal. But who 
knoweth yet, but that this one narrative 
of his holy exemplary life and death, 
may do as much as more numerous or 
voluminous writings ? 

“I know one temptation the reader is 
like to meet with, to hinder his profiting 
by this example: even to think that Mr. 
Alleine and Mr. Janeway, by overdoing 
did but cut short their own lives; and 
that their excessive labours in meditation, 
prayer, and other duties, deprived the 
church of the benefit of much more, 
which they might have lived to do; and 
therefore that such examples are not to 
be imitated, but stand as warnings to us, 
not to overdo and destroy our bodies as 
they did. To which I answer—1. I am 
one who wish both of them had done 
somewhat less, in that part of duty which 
hurt the body, and overmatched their 
strength. And I am not persuading you, 
that every man must needs preach as 
often as Mr. Alleine, or study and medi- 
tate as long as Mr. Janeway and he did. 
Men have their various capacities and op- 
portunities, and works. 2. But yet I 
dare not charge either of them with sin, 
because I know not their particular mo- 
tives. 3. And perhaps their lives had 
been as short if they had done less, as 
are the lives of many hundred students, 
who favour themselves more than any 
wise man would wish. And it was God’s 
mercy that they who had but a short life 
to live, should do more than many who 
live to the period of nature’s course. 4. 
But I beseech you distinguish well be- 
tween that part of their work, which was 
really like to overthow their natures, and 

258 


= #¥ Mri ghey Sea bop Aide bar we 4 " . 
Se ee ow ey o or aa og 





$22 


the rest which had no such tendency ; 
and do not make the avoiding of the for- 
mer a pretence against your imitating the 
latter.” 


A Sermon on Curnistian Barris, show- 
ing the Apostolick Practice, both us to 
Subjects and Mode. By Samuel Steel, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Churches of 
Winchester and Hopewell. Lexington, 
Ky. Printed by Joseph G. Norwood, 
1828. 

The design of this discourse is stated 
by its author as follows— 


“To the Reader—The following Ser- 
mon was not intended for publication 
when first preached. It has been put to 
press at the request of a number of reli- 
gious friends, who believed that a short 
treatise on the subject of baptism was 
much needed, among the churches of the 
west. 

“The printed works on this subject, 
are generally too large and too learned 
for common use: and hence it is a rare 
thing to meet with a treatise on baptism 
in Christian families. 

“It is the object of the following dis- 
course, to present the leading arguments 
to the mind of the reader in such a plain 
way, that every one who pays attention 
may understand without difficulty. Every 
thing, therefore, like a display of learning 
is avoided, and also whatever might sa- 
vour of ornament in style; in order that 
the reader may find truth in the garb of 
simplicity and common sense. 

The limits of a sermon forbid a full 
discussion of the subject; but it is be- 
lieved that sufficient matter will be found 
in the following pages to direct every 
unprejudiced person into the right path, 
with regard to baptism. 

“ The work is committed to the direc- 
tion of Him whose name is Trvtu. 

**SamMueEnt STEEL. 
“* Winchester, Ky, April 1st, 1828.” 

After a careful perusal of this sermon, 
the text of which is Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, 
we are prepared to say, that we think it 
fully performs what the preacher an- 
nounces to have been his purpose, when 
it was prepared and delivered. It pre- 
sents the “/eading arguments” in favour 
of the system adopted by Pzdo-Baptists, 
in a plain, clear, and forcible manner; 
and we are heppy to add, without any 
thing acrimonious or irritating, in refer- 
ence to the respectable Christian deno- 
mination whose opinions are opposed. 
We have little doubt that a controversy 
will exist, till the Millennial age, relative 
both to the proper subjects and the pro- 
per mode of Christian baptism: and al- 
though it is long since any thing that 
could properly be called new has been 
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offered, on the one side or on the other of 
the controversy, yet the old arguments 
are new to those who have not investi- 
gated the subject—Every new generation 
may need to See them repeated; and to 
those who have not opportunity or lei- 
sure to read much, new summaries of them 
may be requisite. A better summary on 
one side of the debate, could not, in our 
judgment, be easily brought within the 
compass of a sermon, than is exiibited in 
the discourse now before us—In a short 
appendix, the subject discussed is re- 
duced to its essence, in the form of ques- 
tion and answer. \ 


Scriprure Questions, desirned principal- 
ly for Adult Bible Classes. By George 
Bush, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
at Indianopolis, Indiana. New York, 
published by John P. Haven. 


Since the general formation of Bible 
classes in our country, several publica- 
tions have appeared, designed to assist 
teachers and learners in communicating 
and receiving scriptural knowledge. 
None of these may have been without 
their use. But for those who study the 
sacred oracles in adult age, we have seen 
no publication that could make any pre- 
tension to afford the aid which will be 
furnished by the one now hefore us— 
provided all the numbers shall equal the 
one which we here notice—the second 
of a series, which we understand the au- 
thor proposes to continue, till he shall 
have gone through the whole of the sa- 
cred scriptures—The first number we 
have not seen. 

Each chapter, in the three books men- 
tioned in the title, forms a paragraph by 
itself, and the questions, leading to a full 
knowledge of the contents of the chapter, 
are distinctly and very perspicuously ex- 
pressed. In cases in which the answer 
to a question is not to be found in the 
chapter immediately under review, there 
is a reference to those passages in other 
parts of the Bible, from which the pro- 
per answer may be obtained, This is 
well calculated to produce investigation, 
and greatly to increase a familiar acquaint- 
ance with the whole of the inspired vo- 
lume. But in addition to this, the more 
difficult questions are answered by the 
author himself, and notes are frequently 
added, containing useful information, 
which those who have not access to com- 
mentators and biblical criticks cannot 
easily acquire. We consider the author’s 
answers and notes as perhaps the most 
valuable part of his work—They could 
not have been made without much reflec- 
tion and considerable research. On the 
whole, we are of opinion that if Mr. Bush 
shall perform the rest of his under- 
taking, with the ability which is manifest- 
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ed in fhe part we have seen, he will have 
rendered a very important service to the 
Christian community; and we hope he 


will receive a patronage corresponding to 
his merits—The copy-right of the work 
is secured to the printer. 
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The Columbian Institute has just re- 
ceived from Tangier, in Morocco, some 
Wheat and Barley, which, it is supposed, 
may form an useful addition to the stock 
of those grains already in the United 
States, particularly in the States and Ter- 
ritories south and south-west of Washing- 
ton. The Institute has also received some 
seeds and fruit of the Date, which have 
been sent under a belief that they may 
be successfully cultivated in the most 
southern parts of the Union. ‘Tangier, 
whence these seeds and grains are 
brought, is in latitude 35° north; though 
black frosts are rare, white frosts are fre- 
quent there in January, February, and 
March. 


Guilford Gold.—We have endeavoured 
to ascertain the exact amount of gold that 
has been found in this county (Guilford), 
but it is almost impossible, there being so 
many persons engaged in the business. 
There are eight or ten mines, at which a 
considerable portion of gold is found every 
day. We are assured that at least ten 
thousand dollars worth of this precious 
metal has been found in this county, since 
the first day of September last. 


A parece had been published for 
i 


the establishment of a College for young 
gentlemen at. Buenos Ayres. The col- 
lege was to have the name of Atence, and 
to be placed under the direction of 
Messrs. Pedro de Angelis and Francis de 
Curell, (formerly inspector of the Royal 
College of Henry IV. at Paris) aided by 
distinguished professors. The course of 
studies is to occupy three years. 


Eight hundred ancient Coins, collected 
in Greece, Rome, Asia Minor, &c. &c. 
some of them 3000 years old, are offered 
for sale at Providence, by Mr. Stoddard. 


An immense fragment of Holyhead 
mountain, near a part called Gogart, fella 
few days ago, and nearly reached the sea. 
By its measurement it is supposed to 
weigh some thousand tons.—Literary 
Gaz. 


Camphor.—The purposes to which this 
useful article may be applied, are not, 
perhaps, sufficiently known. Put in 
the bottom of a trunk where there are 
woollen goods, it will prevent moths from 
entering. Sewed in small bags and fas- 
tened at the inner corners of bedsteads, 


it is effectual against bugs. In fact no in- 
sect can long endure it. 


It is announced in the London Times, 
that that paper is now printed with an im- 
proved machine, the invention of Mr. 
Charles Applegath, which takes off the 
astonishing number of four thousand co- 
pies an hour, or seventy copies in a mi- 
nute. This speed is twenty times greater 
than could have been atiained with the 
kind of press in use a dozen vears ago; 
for with that press, a paper the size of 
the Times could not have been worked, 
on one side only, at the rate of more than 
four hundred impressions in an hour,— 
that is, two hundred an hour on both sides, 


When alphabetical writing began to 
usurp the place of hieroglyphics, the 
mode of commencing each line under the 
beginning of the preceding, was un- 
known; and the doustrophick mode, which 
ran in the following manner, was then 
practised. 

In the beginning 
24} peweid pox 
Heavens and the 
oy} pue tyweg 
earth was without 
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Astonishing Fact.—There died recent- 
ly in the town of North Stonington, Con- 
necticut, a woman aged about 40 years, 
who had been ill a long time, and com- 
plained of excessive pain in her heart. 
She left a request that the physicians 
who attended her should examine the 
cause of her extreme suffering. The 
request was complied with, and in the 
centre of her heart there was found a 
living worm, an inch and a quarter long, 
and of a large size! 


Restorative for Drunkenness.—M, Ma- 
surer, a French chemist, has discovered 
that the acetate of ammonia 1s an effec- 
tual restorative from a state of intoxica- 
tion. From 20 to 50 drops in a glass of 
water or capilaire, will, in most cases, re- 
lieve the patient from a sense of giddi- 
ness and oppression of the brain; or, if 
that quantity should be insufficient, half 
the same quantity may be again given in 
8 or 10 minutes after. In some cases, the 
remedy will occasion nausea or vomiting, 
which, however, will be salutary to the 
patient, as the state of the brain is much 
aggravated by the load on the stomach 
and the subsequent indigestion. 
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Kicligious Furelligence. 


ADDRESS OF THE EXECUTIVE COM- 
MITTEE OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Although the following address 
bears the signature of the editor of 
the Christian Advocate, he ventures 
earnestly to recommend its con- 
tents to all his readers, for a care- 
ful perusal and a very serious con- 
sideration. 


To the Churches and Congregations under 
the care of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, 


Friends and brethren,— 

The Executive Committee of the Board 
of Missions, recently appointed by the su- 
preme judicature of our church, beg leave 
affectionately to address you, on the un- 
speakably important concern of Christian 
missions. Among the many and solemn 
duties devolved upon the committee, we 
consider this as one of the greatest im- 
portance, and as one that first demands 
attention. We so consider it, because it 
really depends on you, under God, whe- 
ther our appointment shall be useful or 
useless. Without your countenance and 
patronage we can do nothing; but if you 
favour our views and operations, we do 
hope to be the humble instruments in the 
hand of our dear and common Lord, to 
promote his cause and kingdom—may we 
presume to say extensively. 

Brethren,— 

At the lowest estimate, there cannot be 
much short of five hundred miilions of 
immortal beings of our fallen race—sin- 
ners like ourselves—who have never so 
much as heard the name of that Saviour 
in whom is all the sinner’s hope. The 
three hundred remaining millions, which 
go to make up the population of our 
globe, are largely composed of Jews, Ma- 
hometans, blind adherents to the Roman 
and Greek superstitions, hereticks, for- 
malists, and nominal Christians of all 
descriptions—leaving the true disciples 
of Christ, the real children of God, em- 
phatically “a little flock.” And if our 
divine Redeemer had not commanded this 
little flock not “to fear,” they might well 
tremble when they contemplate the situa- 
tion in which they are placed: and if he 


had not assured them that “it is their Fa- 
ther’s good pleasure to give them the 
kingdom,” and that “ the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven shall 
be given to the people of the saints of the 
Most High,” they might at once give up 
the hope that the mighty host of their 
enemies, who are also the enemies of God 
and of bis truth, shall eventually be sub- 
dued, and become the willing and obe- 
dient subjects of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. But having such assurance 
we faint not; we distrust not; we doubt 
not. Zion’s king is Almighty—*Hath he 
said, and shall he not do it.” When we 
look to Him, and think of his sure word 
of prophecy and promise, we see, that let 
the powers of earth and hell be what they 
may, still there is, by an infinite disparity, 
more for us than there is or can be against 
us; and with unwavering confidence we 
look forward to the time, when “the 
kingdoms of the world shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.” 

But it must be remembered, brethren, 
that although in accomplishing this mighty 
and desirable change, “ the excellency of 
the power will be of God,” so that his 
may be all the glory, yet it is equally true, 
that in performing his great work, he 
will make use of human instrumentality, 
at every step. Yes, and he will make it 
an awakened, active, energetick instru- 
mentality—an instrumentality that will 
cry mightily to him in the prayer of 
faith; and will not rest in prayer without 
alms—without giving much and doing 
much; without being devoted unre- 
servedly, in talents, character, influence, 
property, and effort, to the attainment 
of the destined object. 

It is a most encouraging fact, that after 
a sleep of ages, the church militant has, 
within half a century, begun to awake; 
and that more has been done, within less 
than that period, for the conversion of the 
world, than in the fifteen preceding cen- 
turies. Every denomination of Christians, 
holding the leading doctrines of the Pro- 
testant reformation, is now engaged in 
missionary enterprises, both foreign and 
domestick. Yet in none of these churches 
is the missionary spirit so much awake 
as it ought to be, and as it must be, be- 
fore the glorious things foretold in scrip- 
ture prophecy can receive their accom- 
plishment. Asa part or portion of the 
church universal, the church to which we 
belong is, we verily believe, chargeable 
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with great and criminal neglect: nor are 
we ignorant that much of this neglect has, 
by some, been imputed to that Board of 
Missions, to which we have succeeded. 
But the minutes of that Board are in our 
possession, and we hesitate not to say, 
that we are persuaded that no missionary 
association in our country, has made a 
better or more efficient use than that 
Board, of the funds put at its disposal. 
The truth is, that of late, the greater part 
of the missionary concerns of our church 
—from causes which we shall not now in- 
vestigate—have past into other hands 
than her own—Into hands, we admit, that 
have been neither inactive nor unsuccess- 
ful in their management; and in whose 
success we, with others, most sincerely 
rejoice. But let not the Board of Missions 
of our church be censured, for not having 
done what the church has not hitherto 
enabled it to dv. Nor let a fact, well 
known to us, be kept out of sight—that a 
laage proportion of the members of our 
denomination, dissatisfied with existing 
arrangements, or left in apathy for want 
of the proper means to stimulate them, 
have not contributed to any missionary 
funds, to such extent as we are persuaded 
they would have done, but for the causes 
here assigned—and as we fully believe 
they will readily do, when those causes 
no longer exist. 

Suspect not, brethren, that we seek to 
excite or cherish in your minds a bigotted 
or sectarian spirit. We disclaim it ut- 
terly: and that we may not be misun- 
derstood, we beg to make a full and frank 
avowal of our real wishes and views. We 
say then, that being on conviction and by 
choice Presbyterians—having given a de- 
cided preference to the doctrines and or- 
der of the Presbyterian church—we think 
that, on every principle of consistency, 
we are bound to support that church. 
We further say, that it is our wish 
that this church should send forth 
missions, both to the heathen and to 
her own destitute population—believing 
that the church is bound to this, by the ex- 
plicit command of her glorified Head “ to 
disciple the nations—and to preach the 
gospel to every creature;” and that in 
obeying this command, the universal 
church cannot conveniently act, nor at pre- 
sent act “at all, but as it is divided into 
those various denominations, to each of 
which the members that compose it have 
formed a special and conscientious at- 
tachment—believing also, that our church 
can be stirred up to far greater exertions 
in the missionary cause, by her own offi- 
cers and agents, acting by her appoint- 
ment, than by any individuals, however 
personally respectable or influential, 
whom she does not appoint or direct, and 
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who owe to her no peculiar respon- 
sibility. These, brethren, are honest- 
ly our views and wishes; and we have 
none more sectarian than these, in regard 
to the duty of our church, relative to mis- 
sionary concerns. If by a wish we could 
engross the missionary business of our 
country, that wish should not be formed. 
We have no desire to hinder, or to inter- 
fere with, any evangelical missionary ope- 
rations by whomsoever conducted, but 
to promote them. We are cordially 
willing to concede to others all that 
we Claim for ourselves, We are desirous 
to treat as brethren all missionary associa- 
tions, which recognise those great princi- 
ples of the Protestant reformation to which 
we have alluded. With all such associa- 
tions we wish to muintain the most friend- 
ly intercourse; yea, we repeat it, to af- 
ford them all the aid in our power. And 
we do firmly believe, that by each acting 
with vigour in its own appropriate sphere, 
and by all mutually cherishing a spirit of 
fervent Christian charity, more may be 
done in evangelizing the world—far more 
—than if all were amalgamated. For our- 
selves, we Can truly say, there is not an 
evangelical mission now in being, in 
whose success we do not unfeignedly re- 
joice, and for which we do not give thanks 
to God. And why should interference be 
the subject of alarm or apprehension, 
when “the field is the world,” and when 
the harvest is so great, and the labourers 
so few? There is surely room enough 
for us all, without any collision, were we 
even a hundred fold more numerous than 
we are. Some amicable arrangements 
among the different missionary corps may 
be of use; and we are ready to enter into 
them with all who are prepared to meet 
us. With the American Board of Com. 
missioners for Foreign Missions, of which 
some of this committee are members, and 
with the Home Missionary Society, to 
which many of our dear brethren, both of 
the clergy and laity, are known to belong, 
we have already opened, and hope con- 
stantly to maintain, a friendly correspond- 
ence. 

We have given the foregoing explana- 
tions, brethren, to prevent all misappre- 
hension of our aims and wishes; and we 
beg that our statement may be kept in 
remembrance, 

Suffer us now to lay before you some 
of the measures which we respectfully 
submit, as most likely, in our judgment, te 
be effectual, for the obtaining of those 
funds which will be essential to support 
the missionary operations we contemplate 
—premising that what we offer is to be 
regarded only in the light of suggestion 
or recommendation. We wish that all 
contributions should be perfectly volun- 
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tary, and that the churches should take 
such measures to aid our funds, as shall 
be most pleasing to themselves. But 
having given much attention to this sub- 
ject, we will specify a number of me- 
thods, in which we hope to obtain con- 
tributions; not supposing that all the me- 
thods mentioned will be adopted in each 
congregation, but only such, if any, as 
shali appear most proper and expedient, 
to those whose province it may be to 
make a selection. 

1. The General Assembly have often 
and earnestly recommended to all the con- 
gregations under their care, to take up 
annually one collection, for the use of the 
Board of Missions. This recommendation 
has been repeated by the last Assembly, 
and we hope it will not be in vain. We 
take Jeave, to suggest, that in congrega- 
tions visited by our agents, this collec- 
tion may advantageously be taken up, 
after a discourse delivered by an agent, 
with some reference to this subject. 

2. We recommend that an effort be 
made to engage every communicating 
member of our church, to contribute fifty 
cents annually, to the missionary funds of 
the General Assembly. You will per- 
ceive that what we here propose, is a con- 
tribution of not quite a cent per week: 
and this we think can be given, without 
even a sensible privation, by the very 
poorest communicant in ourchurch. And 
yet, if all our communicants would punc- 
tually and perseveringly make this con- 
tribution, the amount would form a sum 
twenty times as great as that which the 
Board of Missions has, for many years 
past, had at its disposal. But import- 
ant as this would be to our funds, it 
is connected with a consideration still 
more important. We do wish that every 
one who makes a solemn profession of 
the religion of Christ, should feel it to be 
a personal and sacred duty, to do something 
to send that blessed religion to those whe 
are deprived of its soul saving benefits. 
If this truth—for an unquestionable truth 
we take it to be—O if this truth were 
felt, as it ought to be felt, by all profess- 
ing Christians, we should never want 
funds; and we should have them too ac- 
companied with those earnest prayers, 
which would draw down a blessing on 
the missionary labours, to the support of 
which the funds were destined. We 
also consider it not only as a duty, but as 
a sweet and precious privilege, for the 
Lord’s poor, who areoften “rich in 
faith,’’? to cast their mites into his trea- 
sury—On such donations, who can fail to 
recollect the high commendation pro- 
nounced by our dear Redeemer himself? 
We could therefore wish that this form of 
donations should be adopted by all, both 
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rich and poor, and should be made per- 
sonally by every communicant. The rich 
can, in other modes of contribution, make 
their gifts what they choose: and we pray 
that they may be such as become those 
who recollect that all they possess has 
been given them by God; that they are 
but the stewards of his bounty; and that 
he will at last demand a strict account of 
every talent which he has entrusted to 
them, and with which he has commanded 
them “to occupy tillhe come.” For the 
coliection of the annual fifty cent contri- 
bution, some well digested and easily 
executed plan must be devised; which 
we should hope the session, or other 
leading members of each church, would 
willingly form and execute. 

3. We recommend that mission boxes 
be kept in the houses of the members of 
our congregations, into which not only 
the heads of families, but children, ser- 
vants, and occasional visitants, may cast 
their voluntary offerings. Here again, 
we have in view, not only the pecuniary 
avails of these boxes, which doubtless 
would be considerable, but the moral ef- 
fect of the practice recommended. We 
could wish that the members of every 
family should have before their eyes daily, 
something to remind them that it is a 
duty to contribute to Christian missions, 
and that every child should imbibe the 
spirit of missions from the first dawn of 
intellect, and cherish it through the whole 
progress of childhood and youth. The 
contents of the mission boxes might be 
committed monthly, to some individual ap- 
pointed to receive them, and to forward 
the amount to the Treasurer of the Ge- 
neral Assembly. 

4, We recommend that collections be 
taken up at every monthly concert for 
prayer, to be appropriated to missionary 
purposes. We think it must, without any 
enlargement from us, strike every one as 
peculiarly proper, when we pray for the 
spread of the gospel, to give of our sub- 
stance for the purpose of extending its 
blessings—The alms, as well as” the 
prayers, of Cornelius, ‘‘ came up for a 
memorial before God ;”’ and the ministry 
of an angel, and the mission of an apostle, 
were employed, that the messages of the 
gospel might be carried to him and to his 
friends. 

5. We suggest that there are wealthy 
congregations that might each engage to 
support a missionary—perhaps more than 
one. Wealthy individuals also, either 
singly or by the joint agreement of seve- 
ral, might engage to do the same. It 
gives us pleasure to state, that we already 
have the pledge of two individuals, that 
they will support one missionary to South 
America, on the allowance of $500 per 
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annum. And we may also state in this 
connexion, that those who make dona- 
tions will always be at liberty to appro- 
priate them to a favourite missionary ob- 
ject, and that such appropriation will be 
sacredly regarded. At the same time, it 
may be proper to remark, that as the 
Board will have the best view of the 
whole field of missionary operations, it 
will certainly be desirable that the most 
of their funds should be left, without em- 
harrassment, to their disposal. 

6. We suggest that there are indivi- 
duals in every part of the extended 
bounds of the General Assembly, who be- 
side what they give in public or general 
contributions, may agree to pay annually, 
so long as they shall find it convenient, a 
certain specified sum. If subscriptions of 
this character should be frequently or 
largely made, it is manifest that a fund 
would be provided, which might be con- 
sidered as permanent; and on which cal- 
culations, without much risk of failure, 
might be made, which would warrant 
missionary engagements that would other- 
wise be improper; and the importance 
of having such a reliance is obviously 
great. It is however by no means to be 
understood, that the Board or the Com- 
mittee contemplate the formation of any 
thing like a permanent fund, of which 
the interest only, and not the capital, 
may be expended. On the contrary, it is 
the full determination of the Board, to 
hoard nothing; but to spend all that they 
may have at command, so soon as an op- 
portunity to use it to advantage shall oc- 
cur. Their reliance must be on Him, 
whose is the silver and the gold, and on 
the continued liberality of their Christian 
brethren, which will best be cherished 
by an unceasing call for its exercise. Yet 
money should be improved till an oppor- 
tunity to use it offers, and rash engage- 
ments must not be made, for the fulfil- 
ment of which no reasonable expectation 
can be formed, 

7. We trust it is not unreasonable to 
expect that the missions of the Presbyte- 
rian church will, in common with other 
charities, be remembered by the pious 
and benevolent members of our commu- 
nion, in making their last wills and testa- 
ments. The time we hope is past (and 
may it never return) for men to soothe 
themselves in a life of avarice, fraud, op- 
pression, or profligacy, by determining to 
make, and by actually making, large be- 
quests at their death, to pious and chari- 
table uses. Nor do we ever wish to see 
that given to the church, which ought to 
§0 to a poor parent, child, or other near 
relative, friend, or dependant. But we 
do hope that the time is near at hand— 
and some recent noble examples of pious 


liberality animate the hope that it is not 
far distant—when men of wealth shall not 
only say, but fee/, that God gave them 
all they possess; and gave it as a loan, 
for the use and improvement of which 
they must give an account, when their 
eternal destiny shall be decided by an 
omniscient and equitable Judge. Then 
it will no longer be seen that the savings 
of avarice and folly are bequeathed to 
children, to scatter faster than it was 
gathered, and to ruin their own souls, 
and injure society, by their profligate 
squanderings ; or—following the example 
of covetousness which has been set them 
by their parents—to live only for them- 
selves, and die, without blessing others, or 
being blessed themselves. O the time will 
ceme! when, from truly Christian prin- 
ciples, and without any hope of buying 
heaven, men, both in life and in death, 
will give much more to God, and much 
less to their families, than men of unques- 
tionable piety have hitherto generally 
done. 

Thus, brethren, we have spread before 
you the resources for missionary funds, 
which have occurred to us, in reflecting on 
the subject. It must be for you to commu- 
nicate from these sources, or from cthers of 
your own devising, what you feel it to be 
your duty to lend to the Lord; and with 
us we feel will remain the high responsi- 
bility, to use your donations and contribu- 
tions, in the best and most frugal manner 
—wasting nothing, squandering nothing, 
but employing, if possible, every cent be- 
stowed, so as most effectually to promote 
the sacred missionary cause. It is our 
determination to give as much publicity 
as possible to all our proceedings, and es- 
pecially to publish a statement every 
month of all sums, large or small, that 
shall be received, the parties from whom 
they come, and the objects to which they 
are to be applied—An annual statement ot 
expenditures will also be made and pub- 
lished. For these purposes, it is plain 
that a vehicle of missionary information 
must go abroad; and we contemplate the 
issuing of a monthly periodical, under the 
title of “ The Missionary Reporter,” so 
soon as we shall obtain evidence that a 
subscription for it, which will defray the 
expense of publication, can be obtained. 
In the mean time, religious periodicals 
already established, will be employed to 
convey to the publick, the statements 
which it will be our duty to make. 

It may justly be expected that we 
should say something of the missionary 
operations which we contemplate. We 
can only say, brethren, that our opera- 
tions will correspond to the means which 
you may put into our hands, for the exe- 
cution of the large missionary powers. 

























































































































































































































































































828 


with which our Board has been clothed 
by the General Assembly of our church. 
if our church shall, as we hope she will, 
now awake from her slumbering, and be- 
come animated with a holy Christan zeal, 
to stand forth among the foremost, in the 
grand enterprise of Christianizing the 
world, we shall then, if spared to witness 
it, take a wide view of the moral desola- 
tions which overspread the earth; and as- 
pire to share in the blessed instrumenta- 
lity, by which these desolations are yet to 
be made “to rejoice and blossom as the 
rose,”” and to become like “ Eden, the 
garden of God.” But even in this event, 
it ought to be constantly kept in mind, 
that the fruits of no foreign missionary 
operations, can reasonably be expected 
immediately to appear. Other associa- 
tions have been obliged to wait for them, 
and in some cases the waiting period has 
been greatly protracted. Yet when per- 
severing effort, under much discourage- 
ment, has still been continued—whien taith 
and patience have not fatled, under the 
trials by which a sovereign God has seen 
mect to prove them—great and glorious 
success has usually been granted at last. 
For the present, our views are chiefly di- 


rected to home missions, in every part of 


our country; and to the extension, which 
inall probability must be slow and gradual, 
of a small establishment which our church 
has made at Buenos Ayres; and to some 
other operations in South America, for 


which, as we hope, the dispensations of 


Providence are preparing the way. 

The general agent of this Committee, 
who is also one of its members and 
the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board, is the Rev. Dr. Ezra Stiles Ely, 
the Moderator of the last General Assem- 
bly. He proposes shortly to journey on 
the business of his agency, as extensively 
as he may find to be practicable in the 
space of three or four months. Other 
agents we expect will shortly be appoint- 
ed; and we most earnestly commend 
them ail, to the kind attentions and the 
cordial co-operation of the ministers and 
churches that may receive their visits. 
rhey go on an errand highly important 
and interesting, to which we have already 
referred—They go for the purpose of en- 
deavouring to rouse the Presbyterian 
church, to a united and vigorous effort in 
favour of Christian missions. The expe- 
riment is now to be made, whether this 
church has zeal and talent enough to con- 
duct missions extensively and withenergy, 
by herself; and we hope that your anxi- 
eties will be mingled with ours that the 
result may be gratifying. We would make 
no appeal to your pride, brethren.—But 
we would remind you that there is a re- 
gard to character, of which every Chris- 
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tian, and every church, ought to be jea- 
lous. Itis connected with duty, with dig 
nity, and with usefulness; and the indi. 
vidual, or the community that is regard- 
less of character, will soon be destitute of 
influence, and meet with nothing but ne- 
glect and contempt. We call on every 
Presbyterian, therefore, to do his part, 
to uphold the character of the religious 
community of which he is a constituent 
member. 

But apart from considerations of charac- 
ter, we most earnestly beseech every in- 
dividual, male and female, who may read 
or hear this Address, to consider the Mis- 
sionary cause as involving a sacred person- 
al duty. We are quite sure it is a concern 
that ought to be brought home, to the 
heart and conscience ot every one who 
names the name of Christ. It seems to 
us that it ought to interrogate us indivi- 
dually, in language such as this—“ Does 
the love of Christ constrain you, as it did 
the apostle Paul ?”—if not in the same de- 
gree, yet in some good degree? Do you 
sensibly feel that if Christ died for you, 
and had compassion on you when you 
were “dead in trespasses and sins,” you 
* ought not henceforth to live to yourself, 
but to him that died for you, and rose 
again!” Are you making the best ex- 
pression of gratitude, that you can ever 
make to your Saviour—which consists in 
walking as he walked, making your light 
“so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven—going about doing 
good,” doing something toward feeding 
the sheep and the lambs of Christ—some- 
thing that may instrumentally contribute 
to his having “the heathen for his inhe- 
ritance and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for his possession?’ Alas! have 
you not been sadly and criminally negli- 
gent, in caring for the salvation of im- 
mortal souls? Have you not acted too 
much as if you did not know or believe 
that every human being has a soul, that 
will certainly be happy or miserable for- 
ever? too much as if you did not believe 
that on the practical influence of gospel 
truth, the salvation of the soul will de- 
pend? too much as if it were a matter of 
indifference to you, whether the ignorant 
and wicked should, or should not, be 
made acquainted with their danger and 
their duty, and of course, whether their 
souls should be saved or lost? If con- 
science charges you with such neglect 
or indifference, do you intend to con- 
tinue it? If you do, will you not bring 
into just and fearful suspicion, the state of 
your own soul? Can you bea real disciple 
of Christ, and not be very tender of his 
honour, and very desirous for the promo- 
tion of his cause, and very solicitous fo: 
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the eternal well being of those who are 
living “without God and without hope 
in the world?” If you lay out all your pro- 
perty to please and gratify yourself, or 
lay it up as an inheritance for your chil- 
dren, does not this prove that you are “ of 
the world ;” that you seek your portion in 
it, and that your heart and your treasure 
are not in heaven? does not the word of 
God declare, that if you thus “love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in 
you?” Do you ever think how the world 
and all its possessions will appear to you, 
when you, are passing out of time into 
eternity? Do you recollect that what you 
may have given to promote the cause of 
God, will then give you unspeakably more 
satisfaction, than all that you have spent 
to gratify yourself, or saved to enrich your 
posterity? And ought you not to act now, 
as you will wish that you had acted then? 
Brethren, “we use great plainness of 
speech”—the occasion calls for it—and 
we would be very sensible that every in- 
terrogatory which the cause of missions 
addresses to you, comes with peculiar 
force to ourselves, 

In conclusion, we desire it may be 
deeply and solemnly impressed on the 
minds of our brethren, and on our own, 
that no missionary attempts or efforts are 
likely to be successful, unless they are ac- 
companied with much fervent and perse- 
vering prayer. It should never be for- 
gotten, that when the promise of God is 
made to “ take away the stony heart and 
to give a heart of flesh,” and that “the 
heathen that are round about shall know 
that the Lord buildeth the ruined places,” 
it is added—* I will yet for this be in- 
quired of by the house of Israel, to do it 
for them.” Nothing but the influence of 
almighty grace will ever change a single 
human heart. This is a truth never to be 
lost sight of; and it is equally true, and 
equally important to be kept in recollec- 
tion, that there is not a single human 
heart so depraved, that almighty grace 
cannot change it. We are therefore, on 
the one hand, to despair utterly of effect- 
ing the conversion of one of our fellow 
sinners, unless God shall bless the means 
we employ; and on the other hand, we 
are to employ the best means, and never 
to despair of the power of God to convert 
even the ‘most depraved and abandoned 
of our guilty race. Now, it is by prayer 
—“the effectual, fervent prayer of the 
righteous man which availeth much”— 
that we are to seek for that divine inter- 
Position, which shall give a full efficiency 
to the faithful means we use. To with- 
hold these means, even the best that we 
can devise, because the work is God’s, is 
to set at nought his appointment, for he 
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works by means; and to neglect to look 
through all means, as perfectly inefficient 
by themselves, and to look by faith to that 
God who can render them effectual, is a 
daring affront to the Most High—as im- 
plying that we take a work into our feeble 
hands, which his almighty arm alone can 
perform. O for much and earnest prayer, 
in whicha feeling of self-insufficiency shall 
be united with a tirm and unwavering con- 
fidence that God can grant us what we ask, 
and infinitely exceed all our expectations! 
O for wrestling with God, in persevering 
prayer of this character! O that this 
might take place in all our churches, and 
in the hearts of all the professors of reli- 
gion in these churches! We are gratified 
and encouraged, dear brethren, in ob- 
serving that the monthly concert of prayer 
is so well and generally attended, by the 
people of our denomination. But in this 
there is still much room for improvement; 
and we counsel that every thing proper 
be done, to render an attendance on the 
concert more general and punctual; and 
to promote, not only seasons of prayer, 
but the spirit of prayer. Let it not be 
forgotten that revivals of religion—of pure 
and undefiled religion—and the prospe- 
rity of the missionary cause, are naturally 
and indissolubly connected with eac 
other. Revivals of religion are the birth- 
places and nurseries of missionaries, and 
the missionary spirit—They excite and 
cherish that deep concern for the salva- 
tion of immortal souls, and for the exten- 
sion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, without 
which the right kind of missions cannot 
exist. On the other hand, it is our belief, 
that if our churches desire to see revivals 
of religion at home, and among them- 
selves, they can do nothing more likely 
to be followed by a gratification of that 
desire, than to exert themselves zealously 
in the missionary cause. “ He that water- 
eth shall be watered also himself.” Let 
Christians show that they truly desire the 
extensive promotion of the declarative 
glory of God in the world, and truly sym- 
pathise with those who are perishing for 
want of “the waters of life,” and they 
may then hope that God will send down 
upon them a shower of divine influence, 
which shall refresh and cheer their own 
souls, and make their children and the 
youth around them, “spring up as wil- 
lows by the water courses—trees of right- 
eousness, the planting of the Lord, that 
he may be glorified.” 

Finally, brethren, suffer us to entreat 
that the Board of Missions, and their 
Executive Committee, may have a special 
remembrance in your nearest approaches 
to the throne of God’s grace. Sensible 
as we are of the honour and privilege con- 
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ferred on us, in being called to the service 
to which we have been appointed, and in 
being permitted to address you as we now 
do, still we feel—sometimes very pain- 
fully feel—our great insufficiency for the 
work assigned us, We feel that we ex- 
ceedingly want grace, wisdom, zeal, pru- 
dence, and fortitude, in far greater mea- 
sure than we possess them. Did we not 
know that the strength of Christ “is made 
perfect in weakness—and that through his 
strengthening us, we can do all things” 
to which in his providence he calls us, we 
should entirely despond, But in reliance 
on Him, we determine to go forward: and 
saying to you in the language of an in- 
spired apostle—* Brethren pray for us,” 
and commending you to the grace and be. 
nediction of our dear and common Lord, 
we affectionately bid you farewell. 

Signed, by order of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Board of Missions of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, by 

ASHBEL GREEN, J’ resident, 

GEORGE W. BLIGHT, Secretary, 


It is respectfully suggested to 
the ministers and sessions of the 
Presbyterian churches, that it may 
be the most effectual method of 
making the contents of this address 
owes known, to read it pub- 
ickly from the pulpit. 


FEMALF SCHOOLS AT CEYLON. 


We lately received, in a letter 
from the Rev. Mr. Woodward, an 
American missionary at Ceylon, in 
the employ of the A. B.C. F. M., 
the following communication, ad- 
dressed to the President of the Fe- 
male Association at Princeton, N. 
J., relative to the establishment of 
Female Schools, by the liberal con- 
tributions of that association. His 
statement is one of great interest 
to us; and we publish it, with the 

ermission of the association, in 
atk that it may excite, among our 
pious female readers, a spirit of 
zealous co-operation in the blessed 
work of rescuing their sex in India, 
from the degradation and all the 
countless horrors of paganism. 
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Tillipally, Jaffna, Ceylon, 
December 1st, 1827. 
My dear Madam, 

A few months since, I had the pleasure 
of receiving a letter from the Rev. Dr. 
Green, informing me of the organization 
of the Princeton Female Society fur the 
support of Female Schvols in India—also 
stating that funds, nearly, if not quite suf- 
ficient fur the support of two schools, had 
been forwarded to the Treasurer of the 
Foreign Missionary Society, with the re- 
quest, that it might be appropriated to 
the support of one or more such schools 
in Ceylon. As yet, I have had no means 
by which to ascertain the amount of mo- 
ney devoted by your society to schools in 
this place; but have, on my own respon- 
sibility, given to two schools, recently es- 
tablished, the names mentioned by Dr. 
Green, The 1st and 2d Princeton Schools. 
As the schools are still in their infant 
state, you can expect from me little else 
than an account of their commencement. 
I shall, however, endeavour to transmit 
from time to time, such information con- 
cerning them as the society may desire. 

Princeton School, No. 1.—This school 
is established in a village called Jdller- 
vatty, about one and a half mile south- 
west of this place, and consists of twenty- 
Jive little girls, from five to twelve years 
of age. Sixteen have not yet completed 
the alphabet, which consists of 12 vowels 
and 18 consonants, and which, in their 
Variations for each consonant, united with 
each vowel, forms so many distinct charac- 
ters, and amount to 12 X18—216 different 
letters, It is no easy task for little chil- 
dren to acquire a perfect knowledge of 
them. It can be accomplished by a very 
bright child within one month; but, con- 
sidering the general irregularity in their 
attendance, and other hindrances, three 
months is generally allowed for com- 
pleting the alphabet. Seven are now 
making good progress in their spelling 
lessons. Two are able to read imper- 
fectly in the Testament. All of them are 
taught the Lord’s prayer and a catechism. 
The teacher of this school is a female, 
wife of a schoolmaster in the same village. 
She is the only female within many miles 
of this place, who had learned to read be- 
fore the establishment of this mission. 

At my request, her husband, who col- 
lected the children, has written you a 
letter which now lies before me. The 
translation of it is as follows :— 

1, Valupully, praying that the grace of 
God may abound to the members of the 
Princeton School society, write as fol- 
lows :—When the Rev. Mr. Poor came to 
live in Tillipally, I was teaching a boys’ 
school. One day when he came to visit 
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my school, he inquired whether there 
were any females who could read in this 
village; to which | replicd—* There is 
no such custom as teaching females among 
the Tamul people—yet my wife can 
read.” At his request, I called her and 
gave her a book in which she read to 
him; after which Mr. Poor made her a 
large present, and told me, that if | would 
collect girls and teach them, he would 
give me a certain sum of money monthly 
for each girl, and a present of nice cloth 
for myself. Ile also promised to give 
clothes and other small presents to all the 
girls who came to learn. Being pleased 
with the idea of getting no small wages, 
1 immediately set about the work of col- 
lecting girls, When I told the people of 
the presents which Mr. Poor had pro- 
mised, they said, “ How can we send our 
children to learn? ‘There is no such 
custom here; and do you think we will 
disgrace ourselves by sending our chil- 
dren to learn this newly invented Chris- 
tian religion? The object of the padre 
(minister) who teaches it, is only te geta 
living by it?’ They also treated me with 
real contempt. 1 was, however, deter- 
mined | would have a school at any rate; 
so | collected a few girls from families re- 
lated to me; yet it was but of short con- 
tinuance. ‘They were soon dispersed by 
the sneers of their neighbours. Atlength 
Mr. Woodward came to live at Villipally. 
He called me one day, and told me what 
benefit would result to society if the fe- 
males in the country could be taught to 
read and write, and encouraged me to 
make another attempt. Ididso. Iwent 
from house to house trying to show my 
neighbours that it would be much for 
their interest should they send their girls 
to schools; but I met with no better re- 
ception than before. After IT had an- 
swered all their old objections, such as 
“there is no such custom,” &c. they 
urged a new one, which was, “Should we 
send our girls to learn that religion, then 
our own would, in a short time, be de- 
stroyed.” ‘They also said, | was a fool 
for going into the service of the Padre, 
because, said they, “we shall not send 
our girls to learn: how can that religion 
which turns the world upside down, 
spread? Itcannot. Very soon the Padre 
will be discouraged and go away, then 
poor man! what will youdo? Ah! you 
will run to the Padre, catch hold of his 
feet, cry, and break your heart.” I said 
nothing in reply, but from time to time 
renewed my intreaties. At leugth, some 
poor people, who were in great want of 
a little pecuniary assistance, came to me 
to borrow money, which I lent, on condi- 
tion that they would send their daughiters 
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to my school, to which they consented. 
In addition to the present given by Mr. 
Woodward, } also, from time to time, gave 
them a little rice, plantains, cocoa nuts, 
&e., and in a variety of ways did little 
favours for their parents. In this manner, 
1 at length collected a school of 25 girls, 
which has quite shaken the old custom, 
The face of things has materially altered. 
Even those who were most violent in 
their opposition to the new custom, now 
send their daughters to learn, lest chil- 
dren of lower caste, or poorer people, 
should be above them. IL expect that 
many more will come after the rains. 
The object 1 have in view in giving this 
letter, is to tell you a Tamul proverb, the 
interpretation of which is as follows :—*“ If 
u man neglects his field in the season for 
sowing, he will need no servants to assist 
him in the time of harvest.’’ Another, 
“If rain does not descend from the hea- 
vens above, nothing will spring up from 
the earth beneath.” So in like manner, 
if you withhold your charities, not only 
that which has already been gained will 
be lost, but also that which a continued 
effort would secure, 

Princeton School, No. 2. This school 
is established at Atchuvaly, 6 miles cast 
from this place, and is taught by Sinne- 
tamby, a man about 35 or 40 years of age, 
who was recently received into our 
church, The number of girls at present 
collected is 34, T'wo of them can read a 
little: 14 are in the spelling book, and 18 
still in thealphabet. In one respect only 
can this school be considered more pro- 
mising than the other: that is, that the 
teacher is pious, and will seck. the spiri- 
tual welfare of the children. ‘The other 
being nearer the station, will probably 
have more labour bestowed upon it by 
myself andassistants. For this school, Lhave 
recently builta Bungalow (school-house) ; 
for the other, which at present is taught 
in a dwelling house, 1 intend to build 
after the rains. 

I assure you it is with no smal! degree 
of pleasure I find so many females in my 
native couniry, inclined to hear the cries 
of the India females, and prompt in ac- 
knowledging their claim upon them. 
And it is with equal pleasure that 1 wit- 
ness the good which results from such 
benevolent efforts. It is possible, my 
Christian friends, that while you have 
been “scattering,” you have also “in- 
creased.” Have | a warrant for believing 
that your means for doing good have in- 
creased, in proportion to the good you 
have already dune? At any rate, encou- 
raged by the thought that your society is 
actuated by the principle that “it is 
more blessed to give than to receive,” 
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I will venture to recommend to your 
notice another female schvol, commenced 
under circumstances of much interest. 
The school was collected by a female 
who was taught in one of my schools, 14 
years of age. She is sister to my cate- 
chist, to whom I gave the name of my 
much esteemed fellow student, Charles 
Hodge. She is one of the eleven females 
who renounced idolatry when I formed a 
Christian congregation; (an account of 
which you can read, should it find its way 
into the Herald or Recorder.) She has 
repeatedly been more or less concerned 
for the welfare of her soul. ‘Che children 
collected by her (15 in number) are many 
of them her relatives, Two of them are 
the children of C. H. Another interest- 
ing fact, which does not appear in a jour- 
nal I sent a few days ago, is, that the 
school is taught in the bungalow built for 
Christian worship, on the ground which 
was recently occupied by a heathen tem- 
ple. The circumstance of the removal of 
the temple and erection of a new building 
by Christians, is mentioned at length in 
the journal sent. Should the society be 
pleased to take this school also under 
their patronage, please to give me the 
earliest information. In a list of schools I 
sent to the Board, this school is called 
Vermungarmun, the village in which it is 
taught. I trust the good ladies in Prince- 
ton will excuse my seeming partiality to 
them. I confess I am partial to the place 
in which | imbibed the spirit of missions. 
It was in that place, in a retired grove, 
not far from the “school of the prophets,” 
that | gave myself up to the Lord to be 
sent “far hence to the Gentiles.” Some 
of the sweetest days I have enjoyed in 
communion with God was while I was in 
Princeton. MoreoverI have experienced 
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many favours from the friends of Jesus in 
that place, which, though never suitably 
acknowledged, have never been forgotten 
by me. May the Lord reward you abun- 
dantly for every drop of cold water given 
in the name of a disciple, either to the 
heathen, or to your unworthy friend, 
and brother in Christ, 
Hexray Woopwanp. 


Sandwich Islands.—Mr. Chamberlain, 
one of the missionaries at Honoruru, 
Island of Oahu, writes, under date of Sept. 
14, 1827, that the number of natives pre- 
sent at the morning service at that station 
on the Sabbath, was generally about 
2000. Ata religious service on Wednes- 
day, from 300 to 600, and occasionally 
800 or even 1000 attended. 

We have, he adds, a meeting for social 
prayer and exhortation on Thursday 
evening at the mission house, for the 
members of the church, candidates for 
baptism, and a few of the most serious of 
the natives who profess to be guided by the 
word of God. We do not admit to this 
meeting all who apply, for our house 
would accommodate but a small part of 
those who would gladly enter. It is de- 
signed rather for those who give hopeful 
evidence of piety than for those who are 
merély seeking instruction. 

After speaking of a propensity in the 
natives to trust in the form of godliness 
without the power—just such a state of 
moral feeling as was to be expected—and 
of his efforts to counteract its influence, 
he remarks, that it is his full belief that 
the cause of evangelical piety is gaining 
ground. 


Settee ee 


The Treasurer of the Trustees of the Generai Assembly of the Presbyterian Church ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the following sums for their Theological Seminary at Prince- 
ton, V. J. during the month of June last, viz. 


Of Hugh Auchincloss, E 


1sq., Treasurer of the Presbytery of New York, from 


Rev. Robert M‘Cartee, Pastor of Canal Street Church, for the Contingent 


Fund 


Of Furman Leaming, Esq. . his subscription for the Permanent Fund - 


$20 00 
50 00 


Of Rev. Dr. John M‘Dowell, collected by Rev. Joseph M. Ogden, in Susque- 
hanna Presbytery, for the New York and New Jersey Synodical Professor- 
ship, being in part of sums subscribed in the following congregations, viz. 


Kingston 25; Northmoreland 11; 
lusing 1 - : . . 


Braintrim 12; Montrose 6; and Wya- 


55 00 


Of Rev. Alexander Williamson, from the Female Mite Society of Newville, 
in part of his enenptee for the Oriental and Biblical Literature Profes- 


sorship 


Of Thomas H. Mills, Esq., for the Ww oodhull Scholarship - 
Of Col. Wm. A. Dunham, of M‘intosh County, Georgia, ~ U. S. Branch 
Bank, New York, for the Nephew Scholarship —- - . 


Amount received for the Seminary 


15 00 
75 00 


175 00 


S 390 00 
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The Treasurer has also received the following, viz. 
Of Miss Olive Sproat, her donation for the Missionary Fund $5 00 
Of Rev. Robert Kennedy, M‘Connellsburg, for ditto . 11 






































And for the French Protestant Church in New Orleans, viz. 

Of Messrs. Ralston, Henry, Ely, Allen, and Maybin, each $50 $250 00 

Of Charles Chauncey, Esq. - - - - - 30 U0 

Of Messrs. A. White, M. Newkirk, Jos. Montgomery, and J. Han- 
son, each $20 - - - : - . . 80 0) 

Of Messrs, Dulles, Schott, M‘Clelland, Kerr, and Leaming, each 10 50 0) 410 00 
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EUROPE. 


An arrival at New York has brought London dates of the 22d of May, Liverpool of 
the 24th, and Paris of the 20th. Before this arrival, authentic intelligence had been 
received of the declaration of war by Russia against the Ottoman Porte; and little be- 
side the Russian Manifesto, and the first movements of her armies, is yet known. We 
shall chronicle, under the proper heads, the occurrences of the most importance which 
have transpired during the past month. 


Britaix.—The Bill for the repeal of the corporation and test act has past both houses 
of the British Parliament. There was a large majority in favour of it in the house of 
Lords, as well as in the Commons. It has also received the royal sanction, and of course 
has become a law. It is accompanied by the form of a declaration, calculated to protect 
the established church and clergy—We should suppose they ought to be able to protect 
themselves. It appears that a committee of the Commons had reported in favour of 
the Catholick claims, and that the report was agreed to by the house. On the motion 
of Sir Francis Burdett, who had taken the lead in this whole business, a resolution 
which had been passed in the Commons, in favour of the Catholicks, was intrusted to 
a committee charged with asking a conference on the subject with a committee to be 
appointed by the Lords. The conference was held on the lth of May, and the subject, 
at the last dates, was before the Lords, with an expectation that something favourable 
to the Catholicks would be the result—On such a result, it is stated, the Duke of Wel- 
lington had intimated to the king, his remaining in oflice, as prime minister, would de- 
pend—A difference among the members of the cabinet in relation to this topic, and i 
another apparently of little moment, was expected to issue in the resignation of Mr. 4 
Huskisson and Lord Palmerston.—A modified corn bill was likely to pass —It appears 
that Britain and France continue their alliance with Russia for the pacification of 
Greece, but will take no part in the war declared by the latter power. It seems to us , 
that it will not be easy to contend with the Turks in the Morea, and be at peace with 
them in all other places—The house of Commons has sanctioned a proposition for 
granting a pension cf 3000 pounds a year to the son of the late Mr. Canning. 


France.—It appears that peace has been concluded between France and Algiers. 
The treaty is not yet published, nor the exact purport of it known. France is aug- 
menting her armies very considerably—avowedly for the purpose only of being in a 
respectable military attitude, at a time when the state of Europe calls for such a mea- 
sure: yet the minister of marine, in the chamber of Deputies, on the 13th of May, re- 
marked “ that the peace of Europe would not long be interrupted.” On the same day, 
General La Fayette brought forward a motion, the object of which was to request the 
king to restore, or reorganize the National Guards. The project of a law on the press 
was before the deputies; and an earnest and long protracted debate was going on, in 
regard to a loan of eighty millions of francs. 








MTS CeO ME ee yeh, » we ee (esol 
~ - Sacremento peetean 2 wh. cee 
3 te oo 
A 


oe, Ses 





- 


ak se > 


sail marian hectic ied 





> 


z* x 


_ 


Sears —The king of Spain has taken up his residence at Saragossa. The authorities 
at Madrid, it is said, send petition after petition to his majesty to return to his capital, 
yet his stay is protracted, although he is dissatisfied with his reception and situation at 
Saragossa. The French minister, it is stated, is urging him to declare against the pro 
ceedings of Don Miguel in Portugal. But if he does this he must disoblige the Apos- 
tolicals, and act contrary to lis own wishes. The Spanish armies, it appears, are not 
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prid, and very scantily fed. The French garrison has entirely evacuated San Sebas- 
tian, and has been replaced by a corps of famished Spanish troops. 


PorrvGat.—The faithless Don Miguel appears to be placed in an awkward and em- 
barrassing situation. He wishes to set aside the constitution of Don Pedro, which he 
has sworn to support, and to proclaim himself absolute king of Portugal, and indeed has 
done all but formally issue a proclamation for that purpose—having, with this view, issued 
orders for calling the Cortes “ according to the ancient laws of the monarchy.” In some 
parts of the kingdom his partizans have actually proclaimed him agreeably to his wishes: 
yet in one or two instances where this has been done, the troops have remained faithful 
to their oath to defend the existing constitution. But he is most alarmed, as well he 
may be, by finding that the ministers of all the foreign powers, not excepting even 
Spain, will leave his court, as soon as he shall have decidedly taken the course which he 
wishes to pursue; and that the powers that these ministers represent will not recognise 
him in the character which he wishes to assume. It is stated in the last accounts, that 
the foreign ministers, in consequence of the call of the Cortes, had actually declared 
their functions at anend. We have always wondered that any confidence should be 
reposed in this profligate, and now perjured man. Where the mischief will end which 
he is bringing on his country, it is impossible to say. The remainder of the British 
troops were leaving Portugal, at the date of the last advices. 


Greece.—Within the last month, we have heard nothing of much importance from 
Greece. The ports of the Morea are blockaded by the fleets of the combined powers, 
and Greek piracies are checked, but not terminated. Ibrahim Pacha, however, is not 
only still in Greece, but, if we believe reports, is desirous to remain there. We suspect 
he will remain longer than he would choose, as he can receive no reinforcements 
from Egypt, since all the ports of Greece are blockaded, and the Sultan will want all 
his troops to oppose the Russians. It is moreover stated, that the Albanians in his 
army have revolted, and seized on Coron, and massacred the whole garrison, composed 
of Arabs; and that they have asked the Mainotes to open them a way to return to their 
own country. The whole of their country, indeed, appears to be revolting from under 
the authority of the Turkish Sultan. 


Turxry.—We hear nothing new in regard to Turkey, farther than that vigorous 
warlike preparations are continued, and that it is believed the first decisive stand in oppo- 
sition to the Russians, will be made at Adrianople, about 130 miles to the north-west 
of Constantinople. We perceive that the opinion is pretty prevalent, that the Russians 
will obtain an easy victory over the Turks—lIt may be so; but the uncertainties of war- 
fare are great; and calculations on this subject are, perhaps, more frequently disap- 
pointed than on any other. The God of battles decides—and “ the battle is not always 
to the strong.” Humanly speaking, the probability is all in favour of the ultimate tri- 
umph of the Russian arms; but we shall be disappointed if the conflict be not a bloody 
one. On the part of the Turks, it is a religious war, and they will probably fight to 
desperation. Their inactivity in regard to Greece, furnishes no criterion by which to 
judge of the pending conflict with Russia. They have never regarded the Greek re- 
bellion, till lately, as a very serious affair. They are now to contend for Islamism, as 
they say and believe—and according to their creed, death itself in such warfare, insures 
an immediate passage to Paradise. For ourselves, we much incline to the opinion, that 
as Mahomedanism was established by the sword, so it is destined to be destroyed by the 
sword. Christian missions have made but very few Mahomedan converts, and we fear 
willnever make many. Yet the imposture of Mahomet will come to an end, and we 
believe the time for its extinction draws nigh. How it will be affected by the existing 
conflict is not for us to predict. War is a dreadful scourge; but we cannot say that we 
felt any regret when we heard that this war was commenced. We regard the present 
Sultan and his myrmidons, as a set of murderers, who have forfeited their lives by the 
Jaw of nature, and nature’s God. He may use any instrumentality for their punishment, 
which seems meet to his holy sovereignty; and it is one of his ordinary dispensations 
to use one sinful nation to correct another. As far as we can judge, the Russians, in 
the present instance, have had what has usually been thought and called “ just cause of 
war.” 

Rvussta.—The Russian declaration of war against the Ottoman Porte is dated at St. 
Petersburgh, April 14 (26th our style), 1828. It is ably drawn up, and states with great 
particularity the efforts and sacrifices which Russia has made for the preservation of 
peace, the forbearance she has used, and the insults, provocations, and violations of 
treaties and promises on the part of the Porte, by which she has at length been reluc- 
tantly compelled to an open declaration of war. We are fully aware how easy and how 
common it is, on such occasions, to make a plausible statement. But many of the facts 
alleged in this declaration have long been matters of publick notoriety ; and particularly 
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the Matti Scheriff, as it is called, of the 20th of last December, in which Russia was 
denounced in the most opprobrious terms, and the consequent detention of her vessels, 
and interruption of her trade on the Black Sea, by closing the Bosphorus—altogether 
constituted such outrages, as no nation could be expected peaceably to endure. War is 
declared, and declared in such terms that peace cannot be made but on the most humi- 
jiating terms, to one or other of the belligerent parties. ‘The Russian emperor declares 
“ he will not lay down his arms till he has obtained the results stated in his declaration ;" 
and these results are nothing less than “ the inviolable liberty of the commerce of the 
Black Sea, and the navigation of the Bosphorus,” effectual measures to secure “ the ob- 
servance and efficacy” of all existing treaties and engagements, and “ the making good 
of all the expenses caused by the war, and the losses sustained by the subjects of his 
imperial majesty."" From these terms the Russian emperor, after avowing them to the 
world, cannot recede without a loss of character and influence ; and with these terms we 
doubt if the Sultan could comply, if so disposed, without a loss of his throne and his head ; 
and even if these were safe, the compliance would go far to annihilate the Mahomedan 
power. We therefore look for a most sanguinary conflict—and if, before it is over, the 
other powers of Europe do not enter “ the bloody arena,” it will be something unusual. 
On the 7th of May, the Russian troops were to cross the Pruth, into the Turkish domi- 
nions; on the 27th of the same month the manifesto or declaration of war was read in all 
the churches of St. Petersburgh, and under the direction of the Metropolitan of St. Peters- 
burgh and Novogorod, mass was celebrated, and a Te Deum chaunted. The emperor 
and the two empresses—the dowager and the reigning empress—with the prime minis- 
ter, Count Nesselrode, have set out for Odessa. The emperor, it is said, will proceed 
immediately to Ismail. About 300,000 Russian troops, of whoin 60,000 are cavalry, aro 
marching into Turkey. No information has yet been received of any battle. The 
Russian troops are to receive supplies and reinforcements by the way of the Black Sea— 
the Northern and much of the Western coasts of which appear to be under the control 
of Russia. 


Austria AnD Prussta.—These great powers are both augmenting their armies, and 
marching them as near as they conveniently can to the scene of military operations, on 
the frontiers of the belligerents. But both profess their intention to observe a strict 
neutrality. 


Swepren.—This kingdom, which we do not often mention, is, we suspect, the hap- 
piest at present on the continent of Europe. In the full enjoyment of peace, and all its 
concerns managed by a truly wise and patriotick king, although not the must favourably 
situated either for agriculture or commerce, it cannot but be prosperous. We have re- 
cently learned, that the young prince Oscar is, in all respects, a youth of the highest 
promise. 


ASIA. 


We have heretofore had occasion to notice a formidable rebellion, which had broken 
out in the North-western part of the Chinese Empire. Recent accounts from the East 
announce a great victory obtained by the forces of the Emperor over the Rebels, after 
a very bloody conflict. The rebellion, however, seems not yet to be subdued. 

Every new arrival from India brings intelligence of the success of the Protestant mis- 
sions in that populous region. A very intelligent friend of missions, who went to India 
on commercial business, and has recently returned, has assured us personally, that the 
American Missionaries in the 1sland of Ceylon are now witnessing the success of their 
pious labours, in a manner heretofore unprecedented in India—A most happy revival of 
religion has taken place among the youth of their schools, male and female. He also 
says, that at a place on the continent, nearly opposite to Ceylon, a very great religious 
excitement has been produced among the natives, by the Missionaries of the English 
established church. 


AFRICA. 


We are glad to be able to state, on information that appears to be correct, that a re- 
port not tong since so current as to be generally accredited, that the English were on 
the point of abandoning their colony at Sierra Leone, is wholly without foundation. 
We hope that our colony at Liberia will appear to have met with popular favour, by li 
beral contributions to the funds of the Colonization Society, on the late celebration of 
our National Independence. 


AMERICA. 


Buexos Arres anp Braziz.—Negotiations for peace between these powers are on 
foot, but it seems uncertain how they will terminate. That both are tired of the war, 
and neither able to continue it with vigour, is sufficiently evident; but there seems 
to be an invincible reluctance on both sides to give up the Banda Oriental, the bune 
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of contention. The Emperor of Brazil opened what he calls his General Congress, 
on the 3d of May. We have seen his speech—lIt is swelling and egotistical—He 
speaks of having made proposals of peace to the republick of Buenos Ayres, “to be 
established on just and honourable principles, and such as shall comport with the na- 
tional honour, and the dignity of my imperial throne. If this republick should not 
acquiesce in my highly liberal and generous propositions, which [ proclaim to the 
world are made in good faith, however much it may grieve my imperial heart, we 
must continue the war, and continue it with redoubled energy; such is my immuta- 
table resolution.” He tells the congress that he has a good understanding with other 
powers, and says, we think a little sneeringly at us, and with manifest self-compla- 
cency—*“ The government of the United States of America, has just named a charge 
affaires to this court, in the place of the one who has retired.” As the consequence, 
we doubt not, of letting him off too easily, after the insolence by which he compel- 
led Mr. Raguet to leave his court, he is still treating our merchantmen in the most 
unjust and oppressive manner—A gentleman has recently arrived at Boston, * who 
was a prisoner of the Brazilians ten months, and in irons, and made his escape in 
March last,” 


Cotompia.—The National Convention of Colombia is in session, and Bolivar has, it 
appears, resigned into its hands all his powers and prerogatives—We copy the fol- 
lowing from the United States Gazette— 

“The President of Colombia has prohibited the use of Jeremy Bentham’s Treatises 
on Civil and Political Legislation, in the universities of that republick. 

“In resigning into the hands of the National Convention, the mace of the presi- 
dent and the sword of the general, the Liberator cautions that body against a neglect 
of duties, signifies to them that the publick credit is at the lowest ebb, and the go- 
vernment itself ill constituted—the right of suffrage being too diffusive, and the le- 
gislative body possessed of too much power; that civil courts should no longer have 
jurisdiction over military cases; that subordination had been destroyed by the imper- 
tinent interference of subalterns, in affuirs appertaining to superiors; and that no 
publick officer, the treasurer excepted, had received half his pay ; and that Colombia 
could not expect to be valued by other nations, until she showed herself capable of 
regulating her internal affuirs—which must be done by a stronger executive and in 
exorable laws.” 


From Mexico and Cenrrat America, we have nothing to report. 
5] 


Usrrep Sratrs.—We believe it is commonly happy for a free country when it 
offers to the historian, or chronicler, none of those striking occurrences with which 
he seeks and delights to fill his page. Such is eminently the state of our country, at 
the present time. If there is any thing among us that can be called striking, it is the 
rapidity and extent of our internal improvements. It would seem as if our whole 
land was soon to be intersected, in all directions, by canals and rail roads. The har- 
vest of hay and winter grain, is also so extraordinary as to invite special attention. 
We doubt if ever the earth, in this country, yielded so great an abundance of those 
articles as are now falling before the scythe and the sickle; and the season for ingather 
ing has also been peculiarly favourable. The crop of Indian corn, always an impor- 
tant one in the United States, is also highly promising—And as yet, general health is 
added to our other blessings. A pretty ardent strife indeed still exists among our po- 
liticians, and citizens generally, in relation to the next presidential election; but we 
are glad to say, that it seems less acrimonious—makes more appeal to reason and fact, 
and less to passion and party spirit—than it did some time since. It will all be set- 
tled—peaceably we trust—in a few months more, and then, after a little fretting on 
one side, and self gratulation on the other, the whole agitation will be over. The 
last anniversary of our national independence was, on the whole, celebrated more as 
becomes freemen and Christians, than on many former occasions, There is still much 
room for improvement, but we rejoice to observe that the day is increasingly appropri- 
ated to some special religious observances, and to the patronizing of benevolent and 
truly patriotick institutions or enterprises. We must also express our gratification at 
the success which in some parts of our country attends the efforts made to suppress in- 
temperance, and Sabbath breaking. The entire correction of those destructive and 
heaven provoking evils, will be one of the best expressions of gratitude that can be 
made to Him whose distinguished goodness to us as a people is so conspicuous; and 
all who fear God or love their country, ought to feel themselves loudly called on to 
take their part in this work of reformation. 





